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   FROM THE PRESIDENT 

    November is here already and the cold weather is setting in.  Where did the summer go?  Seems like 
    yesterday it was 90 degrees outside.  The activity has picked up on the slopes.  Not the ski slopes but 
    the glider slopes.  The e-mail has been buzzing with who’s going where and when.  If any of you haven’t 
    tried sloping yet I would encourage you to do so.  The key is to dress for the weather and get out there. 
    It really does sharpen your flying skills.  You are constantly on the controls without realizing it.  It is so 
    much fun.  I am not a good one to tag along with lately.  I haven’t been flying at all.  The latest project is  
    the 24’ x 32’ garage.  Or should I say hanger.  I went the extra step and got attic trusses for the roof.  It 
    gives me 12’ x 32’ of storage space overhead.  Nice place to put the stand-by planes, kits and stuff out 
    of the way and ready for when they are needed.  I have been so busy that I didn’t even get a chance to 
    go out hunting for opening day.  Yikes! 

    We had our nominations at the last meeting and the only nominees were the current slate of officers.  To 
    make it official, the club secretary will cast a single vote for each member and no election will be 
    necessary.  That leaves us with getting ready for the beg December meeting.  The celebration meeting 
    when we bring in some goodies and keep business very short.  Please remember to bring along a plane for  
    the Plane of the Month competition and it’s also nice to bring in a project in the making to share and get 
    advice on the progress. 
    
    I haven’t been  to the field for a few weeks.  I am assuming everything is all set for winter.  That reminds 
    me.  Thank you Bruce for building and donating the starting table.  It was a  big hit when I saw it and is 
    getting  a lot of use.  The club appreciates it Bruce.  Also, thanks again for the use of your business for 
    the recent meetings. 

    As the building season cranks up, keep in mind that CyA glues can be dangerous to use inside.  There 
    Is info on the web about what to look out for. 

    Keep the gate locked during hunting season and remember to carry in, carry out any trash.   

    See you at the next meeting at the AmVets Hall in New Gloucester on November 14th at 7:30 p.m. 
    That’s Thursday night. 
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The November 2002 Meeting 

will be held on 
Thursday, November 14th 

beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
                                        

     

 
Keep the gate 

LOCKED  
at all times  

during hunting 
season to 

prevent any 
hunters from 

entering. 
 

in the basement of 
the AmVets Hall in  

New Gloucester. 
(On the Lewiston Road in Upper Gloucester 

next to Mario’s Restaurant.  Contact the 
secretary for further details if desired.) 

 

mailto:wemarins@megalink.net
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September  Meeting Notes 

 
Information supplied by Nelson Frost           (Thanks, Mr. President!) 
 
The September meeting was held on the 12th at Maine Air 
Power, Inc. in Auburn thanks to the generosity of Bruce 
Morse. Thank you, Bruce, for opening your place of business 
to the club while we are searching for a ‘permanent’ home! 
 
There were 14 people present for the meeting. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Dave Edwards reports the following numbers for the month of 
August 2002: 
 Checking Account Balance:         $39.94 
 Reserve Account Balance:       $5977.56 
 Total Sky Streakers Assets:  $6017.50 
 
A motion to transfer $1000.00 from the Reserve Account to the 
Checking Account was made, seconded and passed.  
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
The search is on for a new meeting place and the following 
possible sites were discussed: 

AMVETS Hall in New Gloucester, Area Grange Halls 
and the Airport Restaurant.  Research will be done. 

 
A reminder was given that officer nominations will be taken at 
the October meeting which will be held at Maine Air Power, 
Inc., Auburn once again through the courtesy of Bruce Morse. 
 
PLANE OF THE MONTH 
Bob Cotton displayed the winning plane of the month, a Sig 
Cavalier built from a kit and powered by a .40 engine. 
 
The second place plane was a Great Planes Taylor Craft built 
by Charlie Nelson.  This model is powered by a Saito 80 4- 
stroke. 
 
 

OCTOBER MEETING NOTES 
submitted by Rosalie Marin 
 
The October meeting was held on Thursday October 10th at 
Maine Air Power, Inc. in Auburn with 19 members present. 
 
The Secretary thanked the President for taking notes in her 
absence at the September meeting and advised members that 
the minutes from the September meeting would be published 
in the November newsletter. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as given by Dave 
Edwards. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
President Nelson Frost called for nominations for the club 
officer positions.  No one made any nominations and no 
officers declined to continue to hold their position thus a motion  
was made, seconded and passed to continue with the present 
slate of officers 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
The president announced that Mrs. Waterman has requested 
that the Sky Streakers resume a past practice of sending her a 
letter annually stating the following: 

that the club has NO rights to the field and that the 
club is subject to any and all restrictions that she 
requires.  The present restrictions regard the use of 
the field for R/C activities ONLY and the hours of use 
by the club. 
 

Nelson reports that Mrs. Waterman, Charlie Kerr and himself 
will be meeting shortly to discuss things 
 
There is a real concern voiced by the neighbors to the field that 
the planes are getting bigger and louder.  Once again, 
members are advised to use the turning pole to make sure you 
don’t fly over the bog.  The turning pole flies the American flag. 
 
ALL MEMBERS are asked to make sure the rules are being 
followed and  instructors need to be firm about turning. 
 
Various solutions as to a visual reminder for pilots to begin 
turning included shortening the runway, planting shrubs, 
posting a map showing the ‘NO FLY ZONE’ at the field, 
placing traffic cones on the corners of the paved runway, and 
lining (striping with paint) the runway.  There was a request 
that whatever action is decided upon that it be ‘plane friendly.’  
Ted McKibben came up with the ultimate solution that 
definitely fits the budget – Let the grass grow!  At that end of 
the field.  
 
Bruce Morse has made arrangements for the club to meet at 
the AMVETS Hall in New Gloucester.  The hall is open for 
beano on Thursdays anyways and our club will be allowed to 
meet in the basement.  Mike Ladd reported that his sons used 
to attend Boy Scout meetings in that space and there are 
plenty of chairs and tables and although it is not as brightly lit, 
it is about the same size as the NGMS library. 
 
The AMVETS Hall is located just north of the turn onto Bald Hill 
Road or to NGMS, the old meeting place (at the flashing lights) 
on Rt.26/100 from the Gray/Portland direction. 
 
FUEL RAFFLE 
The winners of the fuel raffle were Ted McKibben and Dan 
Flynn. 
 
Lenny Fox reported that he is presently working on a list of the 
planes constructed by the greatly missed Ray Vigue.  Ray’s 
widow will be moving soon and would like Ray’s planes, 
engines, etc. to sell to pilots who will give them good homes.   
Lenny states that Ray always kept his planes on a trickle 
charge, which gave him the ability to take down any plane and 
fly it whenever he wanted to. Watch for the list to be published 
on the web site and in the newsletter as soon as Lenny and 
Ray Labonte complete the task of determining the value of the 
models.  
 
PLANE OF THE MONTH 
There were three entrants for the October Plane of the Month 
competition, (looks like the building season is going full swing!) 
 
The winning plane is a scratch-built Buhl ‘Pup’ begun by 
Charlie Kerr and completed by Ray Vigue.  This is a 1939 
vintage craft that was built with 3 different types of wings; 
racing, normal and high.  It had a 3-cylinder motor and the 
ability to fly at 45 m.p.h. 
 
The model is powered by an old type OS.20 engine and 
features balloon tires that bounce on landing.  It is a tricky 
plane to land as there is not much for wings.  It has 
successfully made 8 flights.   
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Charlie  stated that he didn’t feel right about accepting the gift 
certificate and returned the prize to the club. Thank you Charlie 
for sharing this wonderful piece of your and Ray’s 
craftsmanship with the club. 
 

 
 

Charlie Kerr and the October Plane of the Month.  
 
 

 
 

The 2nd place model for October 2002.  This is an ARF “built” 
by Bob Baker. It features a brushless electric motor and Bob 
states that this model is a “fun little plaything”. He also says 
that he is amazed at the amount of “poo” it has. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ted McKibben took 3rd place with this Super Cub Dynaflite.  
It is a rudder only plane built from a kit and finished with 21st 
Century covering.  It has a 41 cc gas engine and flies like a 
Cub.  Ted added an extra hatch to the model for glider towing. 
 

Nice Work Everyone! ☺ 
 

Points to Ponder  
 
Amateurs built the Ark.  Professionals built the Titanic. 
 
Conscience is what hurts when everything else feels so good. 
 
Talk is cheap because supply exceeds demand. 
 
Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just 
sit there. 
 
Politicians and diapers have one thing in common.  They 
should both be changed regularly and for the some reason. 
 
It’s easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them. 
 
Anything free is worth what you pay for it. 
 
It hurts to be on the cutting edge. 
 
In just two days, tomorrow will be yesterday. 
 
A day without sunshine is like night. 
 
You’re getting older when you get the same sensation from a 
rocking chair that you once got from a roller coaster. 
 
One of life’s mysteries is how a two-pound box of chocolates 
can make you gain five pounds. 
 
The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at 
the right time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the 
tempting moment. 
 

 
 

 
TEACHING CHILDREN TO FLY MODELS 

By Anthony Carvino 
 
I guess I realized that I would have to teach my son about 
models when he was about five years old.  He began to ask all 
the right questions, started to  accompany me to the field every 
chance that he got.  I began to teach him some basic 
aerodynamics.  I even strapped him in the back seat of a glider 
and took him for a spin around the patch.  The principals of 
controllable flight became clear to him once he grabbed the 
stick.  Seeing the aileron move and feeling the glider turn really 
drove home the lesson. 
 
The problem of keeping a child interested is not a big one 
when it comes to model airplanes.  Once you hand the 
transmitter to those eager little hands the fun begins.  I noticed 
right off the bat that his eye-hand coordination was better than 
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mine.  He was able to right the plane no matter what 
configuration I was in when I handed it to him.  This was long 
before he could take off and land.  I believe that video games 
played a big role in this. 
 
One thing to remember is that a child’s curiosity will stretch 
your skill to the limit.  That goes for the best pilots around. 
 
I never used the trainer cord for my sons.  Basic training 
principals apply.  Make sure you are three mistakes high and 
remember that their eyes are usually better than yours, so 
seeing the orientation of the plane will not be a problem.  They 
are at times a bit over confident, so they need to be held back.  
Trying to do an inverted low pass the first time is one example.  
If that happens just say “wait until tomorrow,” and go with the 
lesson. 
 
The fun just never ends.  Watching them progress to the point 
of soloing is something I’ll never forget.  I recommend having 
another instructor teach your child.  It will give them a different 
perspective on flying.  I also had another instructor write my 
son off on his solo test.  That way it keeps things objective. 
 
Kids will be kids, it doesn’t matter if they are riding a bicycle or 
flying a plane.    Sometimes they do crazy things.  That is why I 
recommend having an adult member copilot for all the younger 
pilots.  It in no way reflects on their skill.  It has to do with 
maturity and safe flying. 
 
There are no magic tricks involved when it comes to teaching 
seven and ten-year-olds how to fly models.  It takes patience, 
guidance, caring love and being a kid yourself. 
 

from Ramblings 
Roxbury Area Model Airplane Club 

Bill Magnus, editor 
via AMA National Newsletter, October 1998 edition 

===================================================== 

  Ways to Tell You’re Over the Hill 
 

***You find yourself starting to boogie to elevator music. 
***It takes an hour to undress, and another hour to remember  
     why. 
***You keep repeating yourself. 
***The tooth fairy has more teeth than you do. 
***When people ask you what your favorite food is, you tell    
    them “soft.” 
***You keep repeating yourself. 
***You realize you’ve developed a taste for milk shakes of  
    magnesia. 
***You join a mall-walking league. 
***Your pharmacist calls you by your first name. 
***You keep repeating yourself. 
***You complain that the cleaners have shrunk your clothes. 
***While sitting on a park bench a Scout comes to help you    
    cross your legs. 
***Your insurance company sends you their calendar a month  
    at a time. 
***You find your mouth making promises your body can’t keep. 
 

from Torkstalk, George Reverman, editor 
119 Binns Boulevard, Columbus OH 

via AMA National Newsletter, February 1999 edition 
 

STORAGE OF YOUR NI-CAD R/C      
PACKS 

“How should I store my batteries at the end of the season?  
What should I do to them when I put them back in operation?” 
 
The batteries should be removed from the transmitter and 
plane for longer-term storage.  Here in the south where a lot of 
us work out of our garage workshops I recommend putting 
them in the refrigerator (not the freezer) during the off-season.  
While not so important where your workshop rarely gets above 
23 degrees C (74 F) the refrigerator is still a good bet.  Why?  
The failure mode of Ni-Cds is separator failure; this is the 
material that keeps the plates from touching each other.  When 
it fails, the cell shorts.  At higher temperatures it oxidizes 
faster.  In fact, the rate doubles for every 10-degree increase. 
 
“Should I store my batteries charged or discharged?”  It doesn’t 
really matter, they will self discharge in a few months stored at 
room temperature.  If you are going to store them in the 
refrigerator the charge will remain for a lot longer so I would 
discharge them first to 1.1 volts/cell and then put them away.  
Good cells will just set there in the discharged condition (the 
voltage can vary considerably but is usually above 1 volt).  In a 
battery with damaged “worn out” separator in the cells, the 
cells are apt to short if left in a discharged condition.  This is 
actually good since it is the first indication of a cell that’s going 
bad and it is best to replace the pack.  A battery left on trickle 
charge will seldom short out since it is in the charged condition 
and any short that tries to develop will be zapped by the 
charge ion the cell.  Partial shorts (those having fairly high 
resistance) can be developing that can cause the cells to self 
discharge at a higher rate than normal and possibly leave you 
short in the middle of a flight after you measured the cell when 
it came off charge with your ESV and everything looked OK. 
 
The reason I recommend removing the batteries from the 
transmitter and plane is to protect against “black wire” disease.  
Should a cell short while in storage there is a high probability 
that there will be some leakage that can lead ultimately to the 
“black wire” problem. 
 
Now when your batteries are coming out of storage, before 
charging, check the voltage without a load on the battery.  It 
should read well over 1.0 volt/cell even if it has not been 
charged all winter.  They should be essentially fully discharged, 
flat as we say in the business.  In this condition if the battery is 
going bad it will probably have shorted and you will read zero 
volts on that cell.  It may be a soft short, one that could be 
blown away merely by the simple action of slow charging.  
Don’t do it!  It is just lying there waiting to bite you.  Replace 
the pack.  Cut out the “good” cells if you want and use them in 
something less critical than your model.  If you have access to 
a cycler, running through a couple of charge/discharge cycles 
is a good idea just to make sure you are getting the capacity 
you are supposed to.  Anything less that 80% of rated is 
suspect.  Once at the field, pre-flight battery checks are in 
order, particularly at the beginning of the season.  Since those 
that religiously check their flight packs with an expanded scale 
voltmeter seem to crash less (due to battery failure) one must 
assume that the ritual is smiled upon by the R/C Gods. 

by Red Scholfield 
via Intenet 


	November 2002.pdf
	September  Meeting Notes
	Information supplied by Nelson Frost           (Thanks, Mr. President!)
	TREASURER’S REPORT
	NEW/OLD BUSINESS
	PLANE OF THE MONTH
	OCTOBER MEETING NOTES

	OLD BUSINESS
	FUEL RAFFLE
	PLANE OF THE MONTH
	Nice Work Everyone! (
	Points to Ponder





