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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Our Internet host has made an offer to provide Sky Streakers members with web-based e-mail for a 
nominal fee.  For two dollars per month (paid annually to the club) you can have an @skystreakers.org e-
mail account.  My account is Nelson@skystreakers.org.  I have found it to be one of the best web-based e-
mail setups I have used.  The user has control over their own password as well as Personal Preferences, 
Signature, Forwarding, User Info, Calendar, etc., etc.  My own provider doesn’t even come close to 
skystreakers.org web email access.  Our Web host is Standard IO.com.  Please let me know if you are 
interested in setting up an account for you and I will put you in touch with out contact person.  Just click on 
my name on the club info page or e-mail me at Nelson@skystreakers.org.  (Cool, huh?)  Coming soon: the 
ability to change your Sky Streakers Member Section password online. 
 
Rules, rules, rules.  Why do we have to have rules?  Everyone knows what to do, how to do it, when to do 
it, and why to do it, right?  I don’t think so.  I don’t know about the rest of you, but from time to time I have 
a disease called CRS (Can’t Remember S**t).  If you see me not following the rules, speak right up.  I 
won’t take offense as I hope you won’t if someone reminds you.   I wouldn’t be a jerk about it if I reminded 
someone of a rule (well, no more than usual!).  There is always a nice way to do it.  By the way, any time 
you want to use me as a go-between to get the message across to somebody, feel free to talk to me 
privately.  I will be very discreet. 
 
The field is in very good shape and it looks clean around there, let’s keep it that way all summer.  
Remember that the policy is Carry In, Carry Out .  Don’t be shy about taking more than you brought in if 
you see something that someone has missed.  Some of the basic rules should be reviewed at the next 
meeting including, but not limited to, 
 

¾ Do not fly over the bog.   (The left end facing the field from the pits.) 
¾ Start your base turn at the flag.  (If you don’t know, ask!) 
¾ When sharing a pin, limit your turn to 20 minutes (including ground work). 
¾ Limit flights to 20 minutes when someone is waiting for a pilot station. 
¾ You may start engines AFTER 9:00 A.M. The May 2003 

regular Monthly Meeting of the 
Sky Streakers R/C Club 

will be held on 
Thursday, May the 8th 

commencing at 7:30 p.m. 
at the AMVETS Hall 

in New Gloucester. 
 

**************** 
On The Agenda: 

 
**Continue meeting at the AMVETS
Hall throughout the summer months, or
at the field on Wednesdays? 
 
**Flying Field Rules and Regulations
Review. 
 
**Plane Of The Month Competition 
 
**Fuel Raffle 
 
**Homemade cookies and coffee. 

 
 

¾ Use the pilot stations when flying. 
¾ Carry your plane to the pits for safety.  Taxi PARALLEL to the runway. 
¾ Close the gate behind your when entering AND leaving the field.  (Except for 48-hour 

events.) 
¾ FREQUENCY CONTROL IS A MUST, IT’S NOT AN OPTION! 
¾ It’s recommended that you do not fly alone. 
¾ Bring along a first aid kit.  (And a fire extinguisher if you have one.) 
¾ Smoking is allowed BEHIND the benches in the parking area.  (No butts on the ground!) 
¾ Tuesday and Thursday after 5 p.m. is reserved for gliders and electric.  (No combustion 

engines.) 
¾ Wednesday after 5 p.m. is Novice Training. 
¾ Limit planes in the air to four at one time. 
¾ Share the starting benches.  Don’t leave equipment there after starting. 

 
We can provide more information about these and other rules if needed.  Don’t be afraid to ask if you don’t 
know.  Also, plan ahead for noise level testing.  Noise is becoming a very important issue throughout the 
hobby.  If you know your plane is too loud, deal with it now instead of when you are all set up to fly at the 
field and become angry when you find out that you can’t.  
 
The gate combination has been changed and was posted in the last newsletter.  The new combination is 
2328.  It is meant for use only by current, paid up members so don’t go giving it out to anyone else.  I 
appreciate your cooperation. 
 
See you all at the meeting on Thursday, May 8th at 7:30 p.m. at the AMVETS Hall in New Gloucester. 
 
by Nelson Frost 
 
 
 

mailto:Nelson@skystreakers.org
mailto:Nelson@skystreakers.org
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APRIL MEETING MINUTES 
The most recent regular monthly meeting of the Sky Streakers 
R/C Club was held on Thursday, April 10th at the AMVETS Hall 
in New Gloucester.   There were 28 members present as 
President Nelson Frost opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The Secretary’s report was accepted as published in the club 
newsletter.  The following Treasurer’s report was given by 
Dave Edwards: 
  

March 2003 Treasurer’s Report 
Total Receipts      $413.00 
Total Expenses          92.96 
NET INCREASE      $320.04 
 
Checking Account Balance   $2514.19 
Reserve Account Balance     6169.85 
TOTAL ASSETS    $8683.85 
 
The report was accepted as read with a reminder that the 
money for road repairs has been previously allocated, but not 
yet spent or deducted from the current total assets balance. 
 
Nelson reported that on April 10th when he was at the field he 
found a muddy spot near the outhouse and the area near the 
pines where a road to the hanger had been plowed during the 
winter was ‘greasy’.  He asked members to park near the 
tarred runway and walk in from there until the condition 
improves. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Peter Flanagan made a request to have the date of his 
Cub/High Mono Wing Fly In moved from June 8th to June 15th.  
The change was approved. 
 
Wednesday, May 15th was approved as the first session of 
Trainer Night  for the 2003 season.  (A reminder to all; 
Wednesdays from 5:00 p.m. until dusk are reserved for 
Novices.) 
 
Ray Labonte presented more information regarding the 
Falmouth Park Fest, which will be held in June.  There is plenty 
of room for an experienced pilot to fly and he would like to see 
the club set up a static display for attendees to get ‘up close 
and personal’ with models and flyers. 
 
Bruce Morse stated that he had the parts for four starter 
stands all cut and ‘kitted’ ready for building in his garage.  He 
asked for volunteers to show up at his place on Saturday April 
12th between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m. to work together and 
complete the building project.   
 
Mac McLaughlin gave an update regarding his quest to 
perfect his homemade aluminum muffler.  He also brought in 
window, flight box, and etc. decals for members and made the 
generous offer to make whatever color(s) members would like.  
THANKS, MAC! 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
New member Roger Hale wowed attendees when he brought 
out the radial engine he is manufacturing himself.  A long-time 
machinist by profession, he is building the 4-stroke engine from 

magazine plans.  Please keep us updated with your progress, 
Roger! 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Field Marshal Bruce Morse reports that grounds maintenance 
man Roger Lavasseur will be fertilizing and rolling the field as 
soon as the grass begins to grow.   
 

SAFETY REMINDER TO ALL: 
How NOT to come to the next meeting! 

 

 
 

One of our Sky Streakers (who shall remain nameless�- ) came 
to the April meeting sporting this hand complete with bandages 
and 15 stitches from - you guessed it - a whirling prop.  It WAS 
a long, LONG winter, but HEY! let’s be careful out there! 
 
Dave Edwards, CD of the Novice Fun Fly to be held in 
September make a request that the club donate the first prize 
for the contest.  He proposed awarding the fixin’s for a flight 
box to the first place novice of the day.  The purchase of the 
prize was approved after Ray Labonte stated that he carries 
just such an outfit for just under $100.00 at Ray & Robin’s 
Hobby Shop. 
 
FUEL RAFFLE 
Robert Larrivee and Dick Dumais. 
 
PLANE OF THE MONTH 
The winner of the Plane of the Month was Dan Flynn with this 
Sail Planes Dove. 
 

 
 
This beauty of a sail plane sports bright yellow, red and blue covering, 
and is flown with an Airtronics 4 channel, six-servo computer radio.  
Congratulations, Dan! 

Submitted by Rosalie Marin 
Secretary 
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Bruce Morse generously supplied the space, tools, and his time cutting 
and kitting all of the parts for the 4 stands. 

 

 
 

Dave Marin, Dick Dumais and Charlie Nelson begin assembling stands 
3 and 4.  Nelson Frost and Bruce put numbers 1 & 2 together earlier 

the same a.m. before the arrival of the photographer. 
 

 
 

Dave and Dick measure twice, drill once. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

STARTER STAND BUILDING DAY 

 
 
 

 
  
Charlie applies the carpeting to the uprights to protect delicate wings. 
 
On Saturday April 12th Bruce Morse, Nelson Frost, Dick 
Dumais, Charlie Nelson and Dave Marin worked together to 
assemble the Safety Starter Stands which will be a great asset 
to the Sky Streaker field.  Bruce procured all of the materials 
needed to complete the four stands and then measured, cut 
and “kitted” the various pieces for each stand for quick and 
easy assembly.  Nelson arrived very early and he and Bruce 
completed the first two stands.  The rest of the crew arrived a 
bit later and the building of all 4 stands was completed by 
10:30 a.m.   
 
Bruce plans to transport the stands to the field and place them 
where they will be used by anyone flying at the field. 
 
 We all owe Bruce our thanks for the time, thought, and work 
he devoted to making these stands available for the 
convenience and safety of everyone at the field! 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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HINTS & TIPS 

 
Drilling Wing Bolt Holes 
Many airplanes, particularly warbirds, have a belly pan under 
the wing that makes getting to the wing bolts a bit tricky.  Most 
kits have you drill a hole in the belly pan sheeting and use the 
supplied belly tube to create a conduit for inserting and 
removing the wing bolts.  The problem is the paper tube is 
barely large enough to go over the head of the bolt.  If you 
change to a different type of bolt later or don’t get the tube 
aligned just right, you have a problem. 
 
You can usually take care of this by using a 3x5” index card.  
Drill a hole in the belly pan sheeting directly over the wing bolt 
holes.  Make this hole as large as necessary to accommodate 
the type of bolt you wish to use.  You can use a coin of the 
appropriate size to mark the outline of the hole.  Then, use 
your hobby knife or a Dremel tool to remove the material.  
Wrap the index card around a wooden dowel that is smaller 
than the hole.  Insert the card and dowel into the hole and 
remove the dowel.  Be sure the card is touching the wing bolt 
plate.  The rolled up card will expand nicely and should 
conform to the hole you drilled.  Glue the tube in with CyA and 
sand it flush with the sheeting.  If the holes are anywhere near 
the exhaust, it is a good idea to fuelproof them with resin or 
fuelproof paint. 

from Mission Briefing 
Magic Valley Air Force 

Gary Nelson, editor 
Jackson TN 

 
Starting Engines 
Having trouble getting a balky engine to start on a cold day?  
Here’s a trick we used in Korea.  Remove the glow plug.  Put in 
a couple of drops of fuel on top on the cylinder head.  Note: I 
said a couple of drops.  Those of you with electric fuel pumps 
will need an eye dropper or a manual fuel pump. 
 
Once you have a couple drops of fuel in the cylinder head, 
replace the glow plug.  Attach the glow plug starter.  Turn the 
engine by hand, and you should feel it kick.  Don’t use an 
electric starter at this point to avoid hydraulic lock.  Use a 
chicken stick to start the engine.  If the engine runs backwards, 
no problem.  The important thing is you are warming the 
engine.  You can stop and restart with your electric starter after 
15 minutes. 
 
Emergency Patching 
Sometimes a taxi mistake or a soft landing results in minor 
damage, such as a hole poked in the wing covering material.  
Your aircraft is flyable except for that hole.  To handle this 
problem, carry some denatured alcohol in a small, plastic 
container and a roll of scotch tape.  Using a paper towel, clean 
the patch area with the alcohol to get rid of all oil.  The oil film 
will keep the tape from sticking.  Clean the area twice.  Wait a 
couple of minutes and apply the scotch tape to seal the hole.  I 
have an old Ugly Stik that I use to break in 2-cycle engines, 
and it has several scotch tape patches that have held up for 
years.  Caution:  Don’t use regular rubbing alcohol as it has 
some oil in it that will leave enough film to prevent the tape 
from sticking properly. 

 
from  The Beacon 

Miramar Radio Control Flyers of MCAS Miramar 
Dick Doucet, editor 

San Diego CA 
 

Separating Iron-On Covering 
If you have trouble separating the iron-on side covering from its 
plastic backing, try this.  Stick a small piece of tape to each 
side of the covering, near the edge, and pull them apart.  This 
should separate the covering from the backing.  Another 
method is to stick a No. 11 X-Acto blade into the backing at a 
sharp angle.  The blade will puncture the plastic backing but 
not the covering.  Then, just lift up on the blade, and the 
backing will come off. 
 
Loose Rubber Deflectors 
If you are worried about your rubber deflector coming loose 
from your muffler, put a bead of J-B Weld around the outlet 
pipe to form a lip at the tip.  Now, when you push the deflector 
on to the nipple and tie wrap it around the ridge of J-B Weld, it 
will not come off.  This would probably be a good method for 
keeping tuned pipes in place also. 
 
Gluing On Canopies 
Before gluing on your airplane’s canopy, put a small hole in 
some obscure place to allow air circulation under the canopy.  
This will keep your canopy from popping off in the summer 
when the air inside expands or from collapsing in the winter 
when the air shrinks. 
 
Soldering Wires 
Unless you have nerves of steel, it’s difficult to hold two wires 
still while you solder them together, even if one is clamped to 
your workbench.  An easy solution to this problem is to glue 
two clothespins to a wooden base, about an inch apart.  Now, 
slip the wires to be soldered into the clamping part of the 
clothespin, and they will be held together without jiggling.  You 
can put the clothespins side-by-side rather than nose-to-nose.  
This keeps them from interfering with longer wires.  You will 
probably have to sand the gripping part to create a larger grip 
area. 
 
Keep Screws in Place 
If you are having trouble with screws backing out of servos, 
cowlings, or anything else, try this.  Put a little carpenter’s glue 
on the threads before installation.  The glue will hold the 
screws but will allow them to be removed if needed. 
 
Removing Glue 
After you put that beautiful covering on your model, you 
accidentally spill some CyA glue on it and think it’s a mess.  
Get a bottle of “debonder,” put a little on a paper towel, and rub 
the glue right off.  Wipe it clean, and your model looks brand 
new again.  If there is glue on your fingers, and it won’t wash 
off, don’t wait for it to wear off.  Get a pumice stone from your 
hobby shop or the hardware store.  You can rub the glue off 
with soap in water in seconds. 

from The Wine Country Flier 
Wine County Flyers 

Phil Leech, Stevo Smith, editors 
Bella Vista CA 

All above hints and tips via the AMA National Newsletter 



 5 RADIO CONTROL EQUIPMENT CHECK LIST 

Before you make that first headlong rush out to the field for your first 
flight of this season, take the time to go through this list.  It just may 
help prevent a ruined day! 
 
AIRFRAME 

• Check wing for warps and use a heat gun to correct if 
necessary 

• Check wing attachment mechanism (dowels or bolt 
on) 

• Check for loose covering and seal down and remove 
wrinkles if needed 

• Check physical attachment of fin and stabilizer 
• Verify that name, address and AMA number are in or 

on aircraft and are legible 
 

CONTROL SURFACES 
• Check linkage for flexing/bowing - should be able to 

move servo with control surface (Note that some 
servos do not like to be reverse-driven, so be gentle) 

• Check control horns and clevises for 
tightness/wear/keepers and replace if necessary 

• Check thread on metal clevises and tighten jam nuts 
and check keepers 

• Check brass threaded couplers - use only on throttle 
(use stainless on control surfaces) 

• Check for broken or worn hinges and replace if 
necessary 

 
RADIO INSTALLATION 

• Check servos, servo tray, and servo rails for secure 
mounting 

• Check servo output arm screws and linkage 
attachments (clevis, EZ connector, z-bend) 

• Check receiver on/off switch for proper actuation and 
mounting 

• Check all servo connections to extensions and the 
receiver itself 

• Check battery capacity with cycler or ESV-replace if 
less than 80% 

 
LANDING GEAR 

• Check landing gear for bends and replace as 
necessary 

• Check that landing gear mounting screws are tight 
• Check nose gear/tail wheel linkages - verify travel 

and no binding 
• Check that wheels spin freely and tighten wheel 

collars if necessary (use fuel tubing outside of 
collars) 

 
ENGINE/PROPELLER 

• Check airframe mounting – engine to mount, mount 
to firewall, firewall to airframe 

• Check engine cylinder head bolts and muffler 
attachment 

• Check valve clearances on four-cycle engines 
• Inspect propeller for nicks/cracks 
• Check needle friction for both high-speed and low-

speed needles (if applicable) 
 
FUEL SYSTEM 

• Remove fuel tank and check for debris and/or leaks 
(vacuum test) 

• Replace fuel tubing between tank and engine if it 
looks worn/old 

• Use filter between muffler and fuel tank to eliminate 
debris 

• Hold airframe nose up and shake to verify that fuel 
tank clunk is free 

 
SUPPORT EQUIPMENT 

• Empty out your field box and clean it 
• Review tools carried and remove any you don’t use 
• Stock up on glow plugs and props that you will need 
• Charge/check 12-volt battery  
• Charge/cycle glow plug battery and replace it if 

necessary 
• Test electric fuel pump/lines/filter to verify 

everything works 
 

List Courtesy of Chuck Baker and Doug Gifford 
via the AMA National Newsletter May 2003 edition 

 
Inner Strength 

If you can start the day without caffeine… 
If you can be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains… 
If you can resist complaining and boring people with your 
troubles… 
If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it… 
If you can understand when loved ones are too busy to give 
you time… 
If you can overlook it when people take things out on you… 
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment… 
If you can face the world without lies and deceit… 
If you can conquer tension without medical help… 
If you can relax without liquor… 
If you can sleep soundly every night… 
Then you are probably the family dog. 
 

 
from  Hanger Talk 

Orange Coast RC Club 
Betty Bliss, editor 

Whittier CA 
via AMA National Newsletter 

 
Have you noticed since everyone has a camcorder these days 
no one talks about seeing UFO’s anymore? 
 
If quitters never win, and winners never quit, who came up with 
“Quit while you’re still ahead’? 
 
How come a careless match can start a forest fire, but it takes 
a whole box to start a campfire? 
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SUPERIOR PILOT SKILLS: Engine Performance 
by Gary Thompson 
 
Superior Pilot: Def. “A pilot who uses superior judgment to 
keep his butt out of situations that might cause him to have to 
use his superior flying skills.” 
 
Top gun teaches pilots to use good judgment over skills—a 
good maxim to fly with. 
 
There are many opportunities to use good judgment at the 
flying field, just as we learn to use good judgment in our 
everyday lives.  The consequences of not using good judgment 
at the radio control (RC) field can be painfully obvious.  So it 
helps to discuss a few of these superior pilot skills. 
 
ENGINE PERFORMANCE 
The performance of your engine can often be a big factor in 
how your model arrives back on the ground. 
 
Engine quits on takeoff: Depends on the attitude and 
airspeed but usually means a stall close to the ground. 
 
Engine dies: Always a dead stick landing, no matter if you 
make it or not. 
 
Idle too low:  Engine stops; requires a long walk amid cries of 
“Now taxi it back.” 
 
Idle too high:  Overshoot runway on landing and possible 
fence contact or aircraft chase. 
 
Engine can’t be shut off:  Possible aircraft chase but may 
cause you to use your superior flying skills to keep airplane 
from contacting immovable object. 
 
Lean run:  Engine overheats and dies, causing excessive 
wear and possible dead stick landing, 
 
Rich run:  Engine is low on power and may not complete the 
planned maneuver. 
 
When you make your first flight with a new model, superior 
judgment says that you don’t want to be saddled with engine 
performance problems in addition to having a new airplane to 
test fly.  Yet, sometimes the pressure of wanting to see a new 
model fly can cause a pilot to fly even when the engine is not 
quite ready.  So use your superior judgment skills to stay on 
the ground until the engine is sure to be ready for the first 
flight. 
 
How do you know your engine is going to perform 
consistently?  Before each flight check the following: 
 
1. Check full power with the engine at a significant level above 
the tank (nose up).  Count to 10.  There should be no 
deduction in rpm, but a small increase in rpm is fine.  However, 
maximum rpm should be achieved and thrust should be as 
expected.  Smoke should be visible but not excessive.  
Excessive smoke indicates a high-speed needle setting that is 
too rich; no smoke an/or a reduction in rpm indicates a mixture 

that is too lean.  Always set the high-speed needle at full 
throttle before attempting to set the idle mixture. 
 
2. Set the idle mixture then lift the engine just above the tank.  
Count to 10.  The engine should speed up noticeably.  If no 
increase in rpm is detected, then check the transition from idle 
to full power.  If the engine stumbles, the idle setting is too rich.  
If the transition is too good to be true, the idle setting needs to 
be richened until it speeds up noticeably when the engine is 
lifted just above the tank. 
 
3. At idle, lower the engine below the tank (usual condition for 
a model on final glide).  The engine should slow but not stop, 
or it may not slow down. 
 
Now your superior judgment says that the engine should 
perform consistently.  So go fly! 
 
If these settings are not achieved,  there is something wrong!  
It could be the position of the tank, a kinked fuel line, a hole in 
the fuel tubing, the clunk fell off, the clunk is plugged, or the 
clunk has become lodged in the front of the tank due to a hard 
landing and is pinching the fuel line inside, the vent is blocked 
or the muffler pressure line is disconnected at the muffler, you 
have a poor glow plug, etc.  If your superior judgment says that 
something is wrong, fix it before you fly. 
 

from  Transmitter 
Palomar RC Flyers 

San Marcos CA 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2003 SEASON SCHEDULED EVENTS 
 
GIANT SCALE FLY-IN                   MAY 17 & 18 
CUB HIGH WING FLY IN               JUNE 15 
IMAC                                              JULY 19 & 20 
SCALE SHOOT OUT                     AUGUST 2 & 3 
NOVICE CONTEST             SEPTEMBER 21 

 
 

Basic Radio Control Definitions 
Angle of attack:  Direction from which you are hit after setting  
up a nice mid-air with your clubmate’s new airplane. 
Autorotation:  What your car does on icy roads. 
Balsa:  What dreams were made of. 
Blind nut:  Judge at a pattern contest. 
Circle tow:  How to point someone in the direction of the 
scoring tent when you have both hands holding your airplane 
together while the epoxy sets. 
Center of gravity:  Point in which g-forces, dedicated to 
separating wing from fuselage, do their stuff. 
Engine:  Device designed to make noise.  It will suddenly stop 
making this noise when beyond glide-in distance. 
Epoxy:  The stuff that has replaced the balsa after the flying 
season. 

From The Knight Flyer 
Northern Knights Model Airplane Club 

Ron Swindle, editor 
Kansas City MO 

via AMA National Newsletter 


	FROM THE PRESIDENT

