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FROM THE PRESIDENT

| got the reminder e-mail for “Mrs. Editor” saying it is time for my article. It is totally
unreal how fast the month goes by. | have been working much too many hours this
last 4 weeks. Another of those unexpected outages that seem to last forever. Thank
goodness that it's over now. | really need to get into the air. My soul needs some
refreshing.

Maybe there is still time for me to get the skis on the Cub. Are you sick of hearing
that? | have to have hope or | may as well use the skis for kindling.

| catch myself looking at the birds with that ‘wish | had a radio in my hand’ feeling. |
am supposed to be going to a building meeting once a week on Sundays for a discus
launch glider project but | have totally missed out on them for the last month. | don’t
know if | will ever catch up. | wonder if | could radio control an actual discus? |
know, an audio control discus, “LOOK OUT!"

The snow will be melting soon and we will be thinking of new gate combinations,
muddy access roads, black flies and lawn mowing. This spring we have a road
repair project coming up. It's all approved by the membership and funds have been
set aside. | haven't heard from Bruce about the building project for the new starting
benches. Hopefully he will let us know that it's time and we can head over to his
place and get it done. | am looking forward to having the new setups including the
removable pilot protection for the stations.

Last meeting we had several new members attend. | think this year we will have
some good amount of activity at trainer night. It might be because the price of
gasoline is approaching the price of glow fuel. Well, | hope it doesn’t get that bad but
maybe more people will be looking for entertainment in the neighborhood instead of
traveling. | know | thoroughly enjoy an afternoon at the field with buddies from the
club. It doesn’t matter it it's windy or not. Good flying or good stories, nothing better.

Being along a plane to share at the meeting. Tell us about your latest project.
Give a quick demo on a handy hint. Check out the club video library. Send
something in to the newsletter. Get involved. Get excited. Have FUN!

See you at the next meeting.
By Nelson Frost

Make sure to check out
R/C Winter Flying

By Peter Flanagan
WITH PHOTOS pages 3 & 4
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Peter Flanagan

Bob Baker

Snow sleds designed and built by Peter Flanagan and Bob Baker
using various parts they had on hand.

$0 ... WHAT HAPPENED?
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You've been there. It's a nice Saturday morning at the field.
You've just landed your plane. You taxi in, shut her down.
And now, you're discussing L over D ratios or some such with
your partners in crime, when out of the corner of your eye, you
hear something like this:

“Hey, Brucie, what's wrong?”
“l... l... dunno. My plane ain’t acting right.”

Now Bruce has everybody’s attention.

You do a quick search of the sky for his plane. Let's see, you
heard it over there last. Yep, there it is and—what the heck?
The darn thing looks like a runaway amusement park ride. A
steep pitch-over followed by an even steeper pitch-up and right
here Bruce opens his mouth to pray.

Dear Father, who are in Heaven... “

Unfortunately his words are drowned out by a loud popping
sound as his airplane’s various parts set out upon their own
individual paths to glory. After impact, an eerie silence settles
over the small but usually noisy group. Finally, someone in a
misguided effort to lighten the atmosphere a little, says quietly,

“Dang, I've never seen a Trainer 40 do that before!”

Sound familiar? If you've been at this crazy sport for a while, it
probably does. And if you haven't, well, it will. But wait a
minute, here comes Bruce carrying the pieces. Let's ask him
the question. Let's repeat the age-old query reserved for
catastrophic occasions such as this:

“So what happened?”

I'll tell you what happened. After a brief investigation, we
concluded that Bruce, in his haste to commence the morning
festivities, had skimped on the wing retaining rubber bands
whose sole purpose in life is to integrate the aircraft in such a
way as to guarantee its arrival back to earth as a single
homogenous unit.

“l would have sworn four would be enough!”
he was heard to say. | guess not.

Via Internet
http://home.no.net/smfkeng/



A Message From Mac

Originally sent via the Internet on February 20, 2003
by ‘Mac’ McLaughlin
Reprinted here for the benefit of those without Internet access.

SUBJECT: ALUMINUM MUFFLERS
Hi Everyone;

| just wanted to let everyone know that | finally mounted the
‘Homemade Muffler,” that | had brought to the meeting a
couple of months ago, to the engine. It didn't work! The
engine was on my test stand and after running it a couple of
times, | noticed it looked loose. The plated that bolts to the
engine parted company with the rest of the muffler. Am
guessing the difference in thickness didn’t allow the plate to get
hot enough to bond to the rest of it.

Nelson is going to try welding some of the material together
when he gets the chance. Think he is using MIG. | would weld
one with TIG if | had the setup.

Too bad it didn’t work, because it is a lot quieter than the
Bisson Pitts | am forced to use to break in the engine.

May end up making one from steel if | don’t find another
solution.

Happy Landings;
Mac

Hints and Tips
HOW’S YOUR NICADS?

The Nicad batteries that we use in out Transmitters and
Aircraft wear out with time. If you have a battery pack that is
more than 3 years old you should be keeping a close check on
it by cycling every month. If it is 5 years old or older you
should replace it and be sure to properly dispose of the old
cells. So — how do we tell the age of our batteries? Most
Futaba battery packs and individual Sanyo battery cells (which
most OEM radio manufacturers use) have a 2 letter date code
stamped somewhere on the pack or cell. The first letter of the
code is the year of manufacture and the second letter is the
month of manufacture. 1996 = “A”, 1997 = “B”, 1998 = “C”,
1999 = “D”, etc...... January = “A”, February = “B”, March =
“C”, etc..... So — if you have a battery or pack with a date code
of “C” it was manufactured in February of 1998 — probably still
OD but keep a close check on it. The pack in my 8UAF
transmitter was “ZF” or June of 1995 so | replaced it. | found
one pack with a date code of “WC” which translates to 1992 —
replace that one without question.

Happy flying
Ted Brindle

DUAL TANK SETUP

1) Engine draws from tank #1 clunk.

2) Overflow on tank #1 is connected to tank #2 clunk.

3) Tank #2 overflow goes to open air or muffler pressure.

4) With this setup, tank #2 completely empties before tank #1
drains at all. One advantage of this setup is that for the first
half of your flight time flat spins etc. are much safer since
you're very unlikely to suck up any air bubbles.

Barry A. Boes
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ANY OLD BIKES LYING AROUND?

A good thing to use for pushrods are bicycle spokes. You can
find old used wheels for next to nothing and take out the
spokes. They are threaded and come in different sizes.

Littlewing
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REMEDY FOR A SCRATCHED CANOPY

Scratched canopy? There’'s a great product made by
Meguiar’s Co. Their plastic cleaner... it works... and polishes
your canopy at the same time... The product if sold by NAPA
Auto Parts stores... Meguiar’s Inc., Irvine CA 92713... | hope
you try this... | was truly amazed.

Happy Flying
Chris Allen
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REMEDY FOR POOR IDLE

You can get the idle problem solved simply. Put a one way in
line choke valve (a couple of $ in any hobby store) between the
muffler and the tank. That way, when the engine is at full
throttle and there is good backpressure in the muffler, that
pressure is also in the tank. When you idle, the choke
prevents the air from the tank going back to the muffler,
therefore maintaining the same high pressure in the tank as
before. This WILL solve any fuel draw problems at idle.

Happy Flying
George Brod
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all above hints via Internet
www.qeistware.com



http://www.geistware.com/
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