
The Skystreakers R/C Club 

TheThrustline 
AMA Chartered Club 1165  www.skystreakers.org  

Next Meeting  

Club officers/Contacts  

 

President  

Carl Jackson 

 

Vice President  

Eric Guilmette 

 

Treasurer 

Dave Edwards 

 

Secretary 

Mac Mclaughlin 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Charlie Nelson 

Joe McVay 

Bill Lairsey 

 

 

Newsletter Editor  

Peter Flanagan 

spits@maine.rr.com 

Newsletter Contact: Peter Flanagan,  email: spits@maine.rr.com 

Wednesday 

June 9, 2010 

7 pm 

AT THE FIELD  

New Gloucester, ME 

June 2010 

SUMMER MEETINGS ARE AT THE FLY-

ING FIELD in NEW GLOUCESTER, the 

Wednesday before the second Tuesday of the 

month.  Summer meetings are the months of 

June, July, August & Sept. 

The New Shelter nears Completion 
 

The shelter is nearly complete at this point, all that re-

mains is to stain the wood and clean up the site.  Come 

on out to the field to see the shelter this Wednesday at the 

club meeting.  It has come to my attention that we left off 

one important individual when thanking those who had 

worked hard at the shelter construction.   

John Kiley was instrumental in getting the project 

started, by excavating for the footings for the structure.  I 

suspect John dug the hole Eric was standing in last 

monthôs photo.  Thank you John! 

Don Waterman Memorial Shelter ??? 





     Training night for the Skystreakers started on May 12
th
.  We have two new mem-

bers, Justin Webb and James Loomis, as well as a returning student, David Good-
win.  We have had only two weeks of training and Justin has already received his 
wings.  He did a great job.  That is the benefit of Real Flight simulators.   
     It looks .like a fun and busy training season this year.  Hopefully the weather will be 
better than last year.     
 
Thanks, 
Charlie Comeau 
Head Instructor 
 

    On May 22, we had the introductory Club 40 pylon race.  It took place at 9:00 am 
and we only had four participants, although there were six people there.  We had a lot 
of fun ï no mishaps.  The next official race is June 5

th
 at 9:00 am.  We need all pilots 

and judges there by 8:30 am to go over rules and AMA regulations.  We should be 
done in no more than three hours.  Looking forward to seeing everyone there.   
 
     All left turns ï straight and level. 
 
Thanks, 
Charlie Comeau  

Novice Nite News  
(training every Wednesday) 

Club 40 Pylon Racing NEWS 

 

WEBSITE PHOTOS 
 
Carl told me there is interest in having some pictures posted on the website.  I 
have been encouraging this for a long time so I am happy to hear that members 
want to participate.  
Please e - mail pictures to webmaster@skystreakers.org .  
 
If you don't have digital pics, mail photos to:  
 
Nelson Frost  
208 Old Bath Road  
Brunswick, ME 04011  
If you want originals returned, include return postage.  
Looking forward to seeing and posting your pictures.  
 
Nelson  
Webmaster, Skystreakers R/C Club  

mailto:webmaster@skystreakers.org


 Several years ago the club authorized the use of PayPal to allow members to join or 

renew their membership online.  A member need not have a paypal account to use the 

service and can use a credit card for payment.   At the time it was decided that the $500 

monthly transfer limit was perfectly adequate for our needs and that the transaction fee 

was acceptable.  The use of the account was slow at first but has grown to a reasonable 

percentage of members using it.  As of this writing, a full 25% have joined or renewed on 

line this year alone.   Over the years, we have not had problems with the clubôs account, 

although, there has been some people in the club that have had difficulty using it.  The 

Difficulty has pretty much been a lack of understanding of using computers in general 

and online services in particular.  Simple problems like navigating a new program is not a 

reason to abandon a service that is a convenience used by a growing number of club 

members.   

There was questions about the service charges in the past.  The service charges are 

normal and legitimate charges that all businesses experience.  We are a business.   We are 

a Non Profit Corporation registered with the state of Maine.  We should expect to have 

legitimate expenses associated with doing business.  That being said, there are 

adjustments to the PayPal  account that can be made to eliminate any financial impact 

and to remove any transfer limits in place now.  These minor changes can be made easily 

and those two issues should not be used as a reason to dump the entire program.  It is a 

simple mater to add a shipping and handling charge to the membership renewal price to 

offset the transaction charge which only amounts to a few dollars.   That would put the 

burden of the fee on the user of the service and it would be up to them if they wanted to 

use the service or pay another way like by mail with a check.  To get the transfer limit 

removed all that is needed is to provide PayPal with the proper documentation.  Would 

you expect to go in a local bank and open an account without supplying the proper 

information to them? Of course not.  Paypal is basically an online bank and is safe and 

secure.  It is used by tens of thousands of business and millions of people throughout the 

world.  The only reason the account was recently restricted is that we just became a 

corporation.   Yes, just became a corporation.  For several years the paperwork was not 

completed and the club lost the corporation status.  It was only after repeated requests 

that the issue was revisited and the problem solved.  Bill Skelton is now handling the 

paperwork to the state.  He is doing it for free but we pay him back for the filing fees.  

The act of incorporating the club triggered PayPal to audit of the account and request 

documentation.  That is a good thing.  It shows the legitimacy of their existence as a 

service provider and that they provide safety and security to their clients. 

I make no financial gain from PayPal in any way and I have nothing personally to gain 

from the club using the service.  I believe it is an excellent way to give new or existing 

members the ability to pay online without the hassle of writing checks and waiting for the 

US mail to get signed up.  We sign up or renew with AMA online, we buy State licenses 

online, we register cars online, we use e-mail, we get our newsletter online and on and 

on.  We have a decent presence on the web that I think it is critical to our growth and 

future success.  We should not step back to the past but move into the future and keep up 

with the modern times.  We should continue to offer online services on Skystreakers.org. 

Nelson Frost 
Update:  The $500 limit has been lifted.  It took about 2 minutes to do.  Another mountain becomes a mole 

hill.  

Pay Pal Account History & Update 



 

 

 

 

          CLUB 40 PYLON RACING SCHEDULES 2010 

 

 

May 22 ï opening event 

 

June  5 and 26 

 

July 10 and 31 

 

August 14 and 28 

 

Sept 11 and 12 

 

All dates are Saturdays.  In case of inclement weather, the races will be 

held on the following day, Sunday. 

 

September 11 and 12 will be the final races of the season.  In case of any 

point ties or ties in the standings, the winner will be determined by a 

one race fly-off. 

 

Ray LaBonte (Ray and Robinôs) has the Raider Mach 2 Club 40 planes 

in stock.  He also carries the engines.    

 

Visit www.pylonworld.com for the rules and regulations of Club 40 

Pylon racing and  the AMA rules.  

 

Come and join us for a day of fun.  Racing starts at 9:00 am.  

 

 

 For further information call:  

Charlie Comeau  Contest Director  207-595-1045 

Carlton Jackson   Club President  cell ï 207-333-0903 / work 207-576-

3088 





MAY MEETING NOTES  
These excellent notes of the May meeting were provided by Forrest Sumner.  Due to no 

fault of his, I did not receive the notes until past the very last minute, and was unable to 

have them typed in time.  Thank you Forrest for your great help,  I would look forward to 

your notes in the future.    Peter Flanagan, Editor 




