THRUST LINE

SKY STREAKERS R/C CLUB NEWSLETTER NEW GLOUCESTER, MAINE
JULY 2002 EDITION

PRESIDENT
Nelson Frost

VICE PRESIDENT
Dave Marin

TREASURER
Dave Edwards

SECRETARY
Rosalie Marin

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Peter Flanagan

Ray Labonte

Charlie Nelson

Bob Baker

FIELD MARSHALS
Bruce Morse
Norm Ridlon

SAFETY OFFICER
Bruce Morse

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
David Marin

588 Milton Road

Milton Twp ME 04219
(207) 369-0408
wemarins@megalink.net

The deadline for
submission is the first day
of each month.

Regular monthly meetings
are held on the 2nd
Thursday of each month
during the school year at
the New  Gloucester
Memorial School, and on
the previous Wednesday
at the club flying field
when school is not in
session.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Summer if finally here. Novice night is going well with varying numbers in attendance depending on the
weather. There have thankfully been some summer-like days in the last couple of weeks that makes it very
nice to be at the field. A lot of attention is being paid to safety. The pilot stations are being used (a good
thing). Pre-flights of new or re-built aircraft are being performed thoroughly. Some noise level testing has
been done with more coming. The field is in very good condition in part due to all the rain we have had.
The bush hogging was done this spring so the surrounding area looks good. | am hopeful that the tar run-
way will be repaired very soon. All in all, we are in excellent shape for the summer. Just a reminder that
the field hours are Monday through Sunday beginning at 9 am until sunset except for Tuesday and Thurs-
day when from 5 pm until sunset is set-aside for gliders or electrics. (No combustion engines.) As you
all know, Novice Night is on Wednesday from 5 pm. until sunset. You may show up at the field before

9 am to set up but you are not allowed to start any engines before 9. While | am on the subject of rules,
here are a few more. When facing the field from the pilot stations, the left end has a restricted fly over
area. Just past the access road is a bog. You are not allowed to fly over this area while you are in control
of your aircraft. There is a flag in the trees across from the tar runway. This is the turning flag. When you
are in the pattern, you should start your turn at the flag. Setting up for an approach is difficult when using
the flag as a turning point so you may fly out further for a landing approach. This is allowable due to the
decreased altitude and engine speed, which allows for lower noise levels near the bog/ridge area. Keep
in mind that the ridge is a sensitive area for noise levels and we want to remain very good neighbors with
the local residents. Our continued use of the area depends on it. As far as parking is concerned, please
try to utilize the far end of the runway. At busy times, vehicles are lining up past the end of the tar runway.
Let’s try to avoid this. It is too much of a temptation to not use the pilot stations when you are set up so far
from them. Keep the gate closed behind you when you are at the field and don'’t forget to scramble the
lock combo. | am stopping off the soapbox now.

| had some interesting discussions about AMA insurance. | have gone along in blissful ignorance thinking
That the insurance covers me is some one gets hurt as a result of my flying activities. A recent discovery
Has awakened me to the fact that this is just not the case. | have heard the discussions in the past about
“‘Homeowners Policies cover me so why do we need AMA?” before and it didn’t sink in. AMA insurance
being ‘secondary’ has been mentioned and has been written about but | just didn’t get it. A recent incident
at our own field has brought to light for me as to how the system works. Let’s say you are in control of an
aircraft that causes me an injury. | incur expenses and want to recover the cost. | have to place a claim
against your homeowner’s or renter’s policy first, before AMA coverage starts (secondary.) Well, you could
say, “l don’t have homeowner’s or renter’s insurance.” Ok, then AMA coverage would kick in. | am not
putting this out to scare anyone. | want every one to be aware of the situation so that each of you can
make intelligent decisions about your flying activities. Some people may choose not to train novices due to
the increased risk. | respect that decision. It is important to know up front how the system works so that no
one is blind sided in the event that an accident happens. AMA insurance is an essential part of our club for
a few reasons. One, we are a chartered club which requires that members are also members of AMA.
Two, the secondary coverage adds an additional coverage of protection and provides protection when
there is no primary coverage. Third, AMA coverage for the landowner of the flying site is primary. Without
this kind of protection, it would be impossible to get the use of any site to fly our beloved models.

Thanks for reading my ramblings. | hope to see you at the next club meeting at the field on the second

Wednesday in July at 7 pm.

by Nelson Frost

2002 Sky Streakers membership buttons will be available at the next meeting.

Please come get yours and remember to wear it while flying at the field!


mailto:wemarins@megalink.net

June Meeting Minutes

The June meeting of the Sky Streakers R/C Club was held on
Wednesday June 12" at the club flying field on Bald Hill Road, New
Gloucester with 12 members present. It was most likely the shortest
meeting in club history due to the miserable weather. It was cold and
damp with showers threatening to return at any moment. It was
Novice night but there was nary a novice in sight! Likewise, there
were no biting insects brave enough to venture out to feast upon the
few almost warm bodies that braved the elements to attend. That is
always a plus!

The secretary’s report was accepted as published in the June issue of
the newsletter.

Dave Edwards reported the following balances as they stood on May
31, 2002:
Checking account:  $ 315.13

Reserve account: $8,330.00
Total assets: $8,645.06
OLD BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS

Peter Flanagan, CD for the June 16" Cub/High Wing Monoplane
Fly-In requested that he be allowed to place bales of hay around the
pilots stations for safety reasons as the new barricades have not yet
been built. Permission was granted.

Nelson made a request that the secretary check into the possibility of
adding Bob Baker to the list of Intro Pilots as he is frequently at the
field and willing to participate.

Club treasurer, Dave Edwards requested that he be allowed to
transfer $2,000. from the Reserve Account to the regular checking
account. This was in anticipation of the regular club expenses and
upcoming bill for the repair that will be done to the tar runway.
President Nelson reported that the cost of the runway repair is going
to be $1,500. The cracks will be filled with the same material that is
used on cracks in a highway.

FUEL RAFFLE
The raffle was not held in June.

PLANE OF THE MONTH

No gift certificate was awarded this month but here is a picture of
Bob Baker’s Spitfire for all to admire. This model sports a real
serial number on the tail and Bob took the time to detail the model’s
pilot to resemble an authentic Spitfire pilot, complete with oxygen
mask and mustache! The engine is an Enya 53 and at the time of the
meeting, the plane had made one flight. VERY nice, Bob
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Note to Bill Ross: It was nice to see you at the June meeting! We
all hope and pray that you will continue to “have no complaints.”
Folks, Bill is dealing with terminal cancer and his courage and one-
day-at-a time attitude and positive outlook are admirable. We send
our best wishes out to Bill, Ray and all other Sky Streakers who are
dealing with illness. You are all in our thoughts.

SKY STREAKERS 2002 SCHEDULED EVENTS

JuLY 20™ AND 2157 IMAA FLY-IN
AUGUST 3P AND 4™ MAINE SCALE SHOOTOUT
SEPTEMBER 14™ AND 15™ IMAC CONTEST

submitted by Rosalie Marin
secretary

L‘ CHECK THIS OUT...

Kennebec Valley Model Aviators (KVMA) is hosting a Fun
Scale Contest on July 14"‘, 2002 at their club field.

AMA rules for 520 Fun Scale will be used. This is an AMA
sanctioned event and this contest is for scaled planes only. All
contestants must have a current AMA membership. There will
be a modest fee to register.

Registration is from 8 to 9 am, judges will meet at 9 am and
pilots will meet directly following the judges meeting. The
contest will begin immediately after the pilots meeting.

Visit the KVMA website at kvma.rcclubs.com or contact Roland
Woodworth, CD by telephone at (207) 453-9319 or at
jiir@wtvl.net for more information.

MORE AREA EVENTS

July 28" Propsnappers Club  Heli/Airplane Fun Fly
August 17" & 18" Brunswick Area Modelers Fun Fly ‘02
August 25" 13" Annual Bushpilots Pattern Classic

The July 2002 meeting
of the Sky Streakers R/C Club
will be held
on WEDNESDAY, July 10"
at 7:00 p.m.
during a short break in Novice
Night training.
Flying will resume following the
meeting.

If you think you're too small to make a difference, you haven’t
been in bed with a mosquito.
Anita Roddick
Via AMA National Newsletter, February 2002 edition
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MYLAR

by Mike Woodhouse

Mylar® is the trade name given by DuPont of the U.S.A. to a
polyester film. Mylar ® is also sold under other trade names
such as Melinex. The film is unaffected by moisture and most
other common chemicals. It is also temperature stable unless
heated to roughly 200 degrees C when it will shrink. The film
can be attached as a covering and then shrunk to give a
smooth and tight finish. The film is available in both clear and
aluminized finishes. Remember that the aluminization process
of the Mylar® reduces to some extent its ability to shrink under
heat.

Adhesives for Mylar®

Before painting on the adhesive, the airframe should be sealed
with dope or sanding sealer. One thinned coat, sanded
smooth, should suffice. Several adhesives will actually do the
job. All that is required is an adhesive that will dry, then soften
again when heat is applied. The majority of contact adhesives
will work in this situation. | am currently using Evostick. The
adhesives used to attach standard iron film (i.e. Balsaloc or
Balsarite—fabric formulae) are also suitable for attaching
Mylar®. Some glue sticks are also suitable, so try your favorite
adhesive. It may be okay. Evostick straight from the tube is
far too thick. It needs to be thinned down before application.
One can either use the proprietary cleaner/solvent supplied by
Evostick or toluene. The adhesive should be thinned down to
the consistency of dope. This will allow the adhesive to be
brushed onto the structure without stringing. If the adhesive
strings, it is still too thick.

Just dilute with more solvent. You may find it easier and better
if two thin coats of adhesive are applied rather than one thicker
coat. After coating with Evostick before covering check that
there are no lumps in the adhesive. | always lightly sand
before attaching the Mylar®. There are a number of other
contact adhesives that can be used to do the job. Try the
others and use that which works the best for you. However, do
remember that you will need to thin all contact adhesives
straight from the tube or tin.

If you are using Mylar® in a tightly closed environment (i.e.
indoors) the aerosol spray-on adhesives can be used. The
airframe can be coated with a sprayed on adhesive. The
majority of the adhesive will be wasted on open structures but
this is a way to apply a thin and light layer of adhesive. Once
sprayed on, the covering process is as above. If you go down
this route, cover up well to avoid the messy over spray! Apply
the adhesive to all the areas that the Mylar® will touch. This
means the leading edge, trailing edge, ribs, spars, gussets,
everything. Once the adhesive is dry, covering can
commence. Because the adhesive has been thinned, it will dry
within minutes, so there is no long wait before covering.

Covering Procedures

Cut a piece of film slightly oversized. With the aluminized
finish, in order to protect the finish, the aluminum should be on
the inside rather that the outside. It is easy to recognize the
aluminized surface, as it is slightly shinier. If in doubt, rub
gently with thinners to test. Lay the structure on the film, rather
than the film on the structure. Although the heat shrinking will
remove the wrinkles, try to get the film on as neatly as
possible. Gently finger pressure will ensure that the film
attaches to the structure. You may find it helpful to use a spot
or two of fresh adhesive to tack the film in place before
activating the dried adhesive with the iron. Re-heat the glue to
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make the Mylar® attach to the structure. | use a proprietary
iron, sold for the process of attaching plastic film. One can use
an ordinary household iron, but these are cumbersome and
clumsy. | would recommend the purchase of the right tool for
the job.

Gently work around the edges of the structures heating the
Mylar® and softening the adhesive so that the film attaches.
Once you are happy that the edges are firmly in place, trim
back the surplus and seal the edges with some more of the
thinned down Evostick Paint around the edges where there
will be any overlap and apply the other surface.

Cut another piece of Mylar® to size for the top surface. Lay
this in place and attach as for the lower surface. Trim off the
edges, wrap around, and seal. Trimming is best achieved
using a sharp new blade, since older dull blades may tear the
Mylar®. The thinner the Mylar®, the worse the issue so be
careful, but the key is a sharp and clean blade. If care is
taken, the surplus can be removed with sandpaper. This
method needs practice to get a good result.

Now, slowly and carefully, working both top and bottom
surfaces, use the iron to melt the adhesive on the rest of the
structure and attach the film. Once all the structure has been
attached to the film, shrinking can take place. Slowly and
carefully, shrink the film into position, ironing the wrinkles out to
the edge. The adhesive will melt and the film will move to get
rid of any wrinkles around the edges. One of the problems you
may observe is the air expanding inside the structure and
causing the film to “balloon.” You can either ventilate by
making pinholes or put up with the problem because as the film
slowly shrinks into place, the “ballooning” will reduce. | prefer
not to use pinholes as these give an opportunity at a later date
for tears to take place.

A few points:

1. Any joints you are covering, overlap a reasonable
amount, at least 1/8 inch.

2. Under camber is not a problem. Just make sure all
the structure has adhesive on it, and carefully attach
the film to the ribs.

3. The heavier grades of film shrink less than the lighter
grades.

4. Make sure that all edges and joints are fully sealed. If
opened to the airflow, the air can get in and cause the
film to lift away from the structure.

5. Clean the finished covering and remove any adhesive
that is on the surface with a small amount of solvent.
Not only will the covering look better it will also
prevent dirt attaching itself to the model when it is out
in the fields.

When heat shrinking the film, do not be afraid of overheating
the film if you use one of the proprietary irons. | use a
proprietary iron turned up to maximum heat and, as yet, | have
not melted the film. However, be aware that if attaching
aluminized film to carbon, heat can build up in the structure
and spoil the aluminized finish. Also keep the shoe of the iron
free of adhesive and dust; a quick wipe with solvent will do the
job. Adhesive on the shoe will attract dirt, which may scratch
or even tear the film. No doubt if the iron is left resting on the
film for long enough it would actually stretch the film and burst
its way through, but | haven’t tried this! Obviously, insufficient
heat will not shrink the film sufficiently.



Recovery

Sometimes, even after much effort, wrinkles still remain. If this
is the case try leaving the offending item for 24 hours then try
again. It seems that if it is left, Mylar® will recover its shrinking
powers and a wrinkled covering job can be ironed out.

Warps

Although the film is more plastic than tissue, there is still a
slight tendency for it to induce warps. If you have covered the
model in aluminized film, because of reflections it is sometimes
very difficult to spot the warp. However, the solution to remove
the warp is obvious. Just re-heat the film in the appropriate
place, twist, and reset the warp.

Comment

Mylar® gets used by Indoor fliers, FAl and AMA fliers, and can
be used on Old-Timer models. The silk or tissue over Mylar®
process is actually lighter than a well-doped silk or tissue job
alone. | can testify to the gas tightness of aluminized Mylar®,
having built some blimp bags out of it. I've also heard of cases
when an inadequately doped tissue wing let air leak through
the wing. The problem was cured by applying additional
coasts of dope. The use of spray on contact cements is a
feature of applying Micafilm. It is messy, and cardboard
shields cut out of file folders let you get the adhesive just on
the top of the wing rib. Aluminized Mylar® seems to be the
stab covering du jour for modern F1Bs—very light.

from Flightplug

Southern California Ignitions Flyers
Mike Myers, editor

Glendale CA

via AMA National Newsletter
February 2002 edition

WINGTIP SANDING BLOCK
by David Downs

While building my first Fome Cor® wing, I got to the part
where the instructions told me to “epoxy the tip blocks to the
wings and shape to wing contour.” Leaving it up to me to do
this without sanding into the thin balsa sheeting over the foam
core. So to do this I came up with this wingtip sanding block.

Using a long sanding block with a handle offset toward one
end, I put the rough side down on the extended end as not to
apply direct pressure over it, and the smooth side down under
the handle so I get an even thickness under the sanding block.
I was able to get a perfectly flush fit without sanding into the
sheeting at all. I used a reference line on top so I could see the
usable sanding area.

If you prefer, instead of attaching the smooth side down piece
to the block, you can lay it on the wing, rough side down
exposing the wing tip to be sanded. It will stay in place
gripping the surface of the wing rather than the sanding block;
keeping you from rubbing back and forth on the wing section
but giving the thickness of the sandpaper being used at the tip.

As with anything there is a trade off. This way does require
you to pay attention to keeping the handle over the stationary
paper and moving it along as you progress, where as attached
to the block it is always there.
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Having the right tools can make us better builders. I hope

this one helps you.
from Transmitter
Palomar RC Flyers
Bob Lang, editor
San Marcos CA
via AMA Natinal Newsletter February 2002

AIRFRAME CONSTRUCTION REFERENCE TOOL
By Matt Kebabjian

Purchase a height gauge from Fowler, Sharpe, Mitutoyo, etc.
They all make these. 1 prefer the mechanical rather than
digital because it is much less expensive and because there are
very few times when I need a numerical measurement that the
digital provides. The mechanical provides numerical answers
as well, but you have to know how to read a vernier.

You may fabricate your own, using a foot long steel bar or
tube, secured to a base at right angles. Then fashion a
slider/pointer with hard tip scribe attached, and you are ready
for readings. Since the large majority of the measurements we
make are comparisons instead of actual measurements, the
home gauge is fine.

The height gauge requires a flat, accurate surface to function
properly. All measurements made will be a reflection of the
true reference surface you are using. I use plate glass on my
building table.

Simply slide the pointer up to a specific reference line on the
wing, stab, fuse, to ascertain flatness. Check wing panels fore
and aft and root to tip for parallelism, while they are in the
husks and the epoxy is still uncured. Adjust to perfection. The
fuselage may be checked for accuracy in similar fashion, and
incidence angles or empennage may be determined with great
precision during final setup, especially when used with my tip
on determining the glass fuse reference line.

This is my most valuable tool in the shop. If you can't
measure it, you don’t know when or if you got it made.

FIND THE REFERENCE LINE ON ANY GLASS FUSELAGE
By Matt Kebabjian

Knowing the center reference line of a wood fuse is fairly
simple to set up during the construction process. For a
glass/carbon/Kevlar fuse, it's also very easy if you follow this
simple procedure:

1. From the plan side view, determine the location of the
new reference line vertically, on the rudder hinge line,
and mark with a 0.1mm fine tip pen.

2. Cut a 1/16" balsa circle to the exact diameter of the
nose of the fuse.

3. Punch a small pinhole through the center of the balsa
disc and thread a 2m length of sewing thread through
it. Secure the balsa disc on the fuse nose and tack
glue.

4. Fish the thread through the hollow fuselage, to the
tail, and secure right on the reference mark made
earlier on the rudder hinge line.

5. Make the line snug and Voila! Instant fuse reference
line.



Shine an intense light on each fuse side, at 90 degrees to the
side, and view and mark the line’s shadow on the other side.

ENGINE THRUST MEASUREMENT
by Bob Pastorello

An idea for being “sure” you've measured thrust..... Go to your
local Builders’ Square, Payless, Home Depot, etc., and buy a
piece of 34" angle aluminum stock. 1/8” thick stuff. Cut a
length at least 20 " long. Mark the center EXACTLY, and then
drill VERY carefully a clearance hole for the crankshaft on the
90-degree corner.

With motor mounted, and spinner back plate installed, place
the alum bar with the “point” of the angle facing forward;
install a washer and prop nut. Rotate the bar exactly
horizontal, measure tips of the bar back to whatever reference
point you choose. This is also helpful for checking wing/stab
alignment horizontally, as you can reference up to the
horizontal bar.

Rotate 90 degrees to check up/down similarly by measuring
back to fuse centerline, stab, whatever...

This works.

A MONOKOTE TIP
by Dick Hanson

I use no adhesives—and no wood peckers—I do fine sand (320
gold #M) with a rubber block and then vacuum/blow all dust
and then rub briskly with a dry washcloth and remove the
remaining dust—Now—I use TWO irons—one is bare and at
full heat—the other is covered with a very fine weave cotton
baby sock pulled tight enough to keep any seams off the
sole—then tape the sock to the handle to keep it taut. Set the
temp on this one down to a point where it will not cause
bubbles and will allow firm pressure and a circular rubbing to
develop an even shrink that locks the film to the wood. When
you are ready to do an edge, or a tip—use the hot iron—again
this iron should not be used on the surfaces! Practice this a
little—you will find that the results stay locked to the wood and
do not blister or lift in the summer heat.

YS-NC MUFFLER PROBLEMS

For about four days, four aborted trips to the field and a
headache, one of my NC’s would run wide open for a few
seconds and then go into a popping mode. The popping
mode, for lack of a better description, was similar to a two
strike four-cycling at about one-third its power. You should
pull the power back and immediately apply it, get a few
seconds of full power and do the routine all over again. After
a plunger assembly, diaphragm, looking at the clearance on
the rear rotor, etc. we put a new bullet in and came up with
the same problem! The only thing common was the NC
muffler. Took it off its extension and found the inside had
broken into three pieces! 1 fished them out, put it back
together and it worked just fine, thank you! Soooo if you are
getting this activity using a NC muffler, take a look before you
blame it on the engine.

SAM’S MEASURING SPOONS
by Sam Turner

Tired of trying to find an easy means of measuring small
amounts of paint for the airbrush, or small quantities of thin
epoxy, I've started making these little “spoons” that make the
job as easy as it can get.

Save all your plastic screw-on caps from 2-liter drink bottles.

Just CA these to the ends of Popsicle sticks with gap-filling CA:

Voila! Perfect little measuring “spoons” that cost you virtually

nothing, are just the right size for the job, and will keep the
mess to a minimum.

Via Internet

Ed Hartley's R/C Pattern Page

WORDS OF WISDOM

Learn from the mistakes of others. You won't live long enough
to make all of them by yourself.

You know you've landed with your wheels up if it takes full
power to taxi to the ramp.

The probability of survival is inversely proportional to the angle
of arrival. Large angle of arrival, small probability of survival
and vice versa.

Stay out of the clouds. The silver lining everyone keeps talking
about might be another airplane going in the opposite direction.
Reliable sources also report that mountains have been known
to hide out in clouds.

Always try to keep the number of landings you make equal to
the number of takeoffs you've made.

You start with a bag full of luck and an empty bag of
experience. The trick is to fill the bag of experience before you
empty the bag of luck.

Good judgment comes from experience. Unfortunately, the
experience usually comes from bad judgment.

It's always a good idea to keep the pointy end going forward as
much as possible.

Remember, gravity is not just a good idea. It's the law. And
it's not subject to appeal.

The three most useless things to a pilot are the altitude above
you, runway behind you, and a tenth of a second ago.

Via Internet
Rcpattern.nxs.net



SO YOU SOLOED—NOW WHAT?

Achieving the level of flying ability to go it alone and fly your
RC model without the assistance of an instructor is a great
feeling. You have learned a lot, made some mistakes, and put
in the effort and time to master the basics of a fairly difficult
sport. You have earned your wings. Where do you go from
here?

Most pilots want to keep improving their skills. They want to
step up to bigger, faster, more maneuverable airplanes.
Buried in the depth of our minds are visions of performing
flawless aerobatics like a TOC competitor, the only limits of our
performance being that of the aircraft. Most of us know that
isn’t going to happen. We just don’'t have the time or the
natural ability, but we still want to become better, and to keep
improving. How best then, to proceed.

One good way is to take the PET approach—Practice,
Education, and Training. This is what most pilots do, even
though they may not consciously give it much thought or
planning. They continue to practice the basics with their
trainer—improving landings, handling windy conditions, and
striving for a more graceful, smoother flight. They learn from
other pilots, ask questions, and read magazine articles to
better understand flying. All well and good.

Further training, however, seems to take a backseat. It is not
too often that pilots with newly earned wings are seen at the
flightline with an instructor with them, with or without a buddy
cord. More likely, the new pilot relishes the opportunity to
show his peers that he is competent and can manage quite
well on his own. Nothing wrong with that. It builds confidence,
but it may also slow the progress that the new pilot desires. In
the worst case, it may even allow some bad habits to develop
that result in crunch testing. It may be impeding the learning
process and preventing the growth of knowledge and skills.

Full-scale private pilots are required to take check rides with
instructors every two vyears. These rides provide an
opportunity for the pilot to see how well his abilities are being
maintained, where improvement is needed, and what bad
habits may be forming. Most pilots don’t wait two years for this
required event to take advantage of an instructor’'s experience
and knowledge. They take frequent flights with instructors to
learn and to sharpen their skills.

There is no reason it should be different with Radio Control
(RC) models. Instructors are there to help, even after a pilot
solos. Although there is no formal program in the club to
advance to higher levels, there is no reason to not take
advantage of what a more experienced pilot has to offer.
There is nothing wrong with being back on a buddy-box if you
need help in learning to fly new maneuvers, or with better
handling crosswind landings. Don’t be afraid to ask for help,
but this type of training session would be better if scheduled
other than on Tuesday Training Days.

Usually the new pilot is chomping at the bit to build a new
airplane and get it in the air. It's a higher performance airplane
than the old trainer. This is another place where the instructor
or experienced pilot’s help can be invaluable. You may think
you are ready to step up to a new airplane, and this is good.
But it is wise to get an unbiased opinion of whether you are
actually ready, or if you may need to bolster your abilities in
certain areas. There is nothing worse than taking a new
airplane up on its first flight and find you can’t handle it.
Sweaty palms and weak knees are quick to show, panic sets
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in, and the result is unpredictable. This is not what you had
planned. The best approach with a new airplane is to hook up
with an instructor or other experienced pilot. Let him look it
over for airworthiness. Let him take it up on the maiden flight.
He can then offer whatever advice may be necessary to
correct any problems, and make adjustments that will fit your
capabilities. This may mean resetting control surface travel or
balance to provide better stability, and easier handling.

Hook up on a buddy-box when you first take over. Now you
have some back-up, and the pucker factor remains in check.
You also have an opportunity to get an expert opinion on how
the airplane performs or why you may be having difficulty with
some aspect of its flight. It also allows you to let an
experienced pilot demonstrate the airplane’s capabilities and
shortcomings, if any. This provides an opportunity to learn the
best ways to fly this particular aircraft, and avoid learning the
“hard’ way.

Unfortunately, there is usually some point in the path to
becoming a better pilot at which overconfidence grabs us. It
just seems to be a natural thing for most of us. Some pilots
are able to avoid it, but most will, at one time or another, fall
prey to the feeling that they are better than they really are. The
result is predictable. Most of us have experienced it.

Confidence is good. It is a necessary part of flying. It is part of
the foundation from which we improve. But it should be
confidence based upon knowledge, not hope. This is where
the PET approach comes in. Practice the basics of flight until
they are solidly-formed into habit. Even straight and level
flight—the most basic of all—needs continued practice.

Too simple, you say? Most maneuvers begin from straight and
level flight. It not precise at the start, a maneuver can end up
looking like something completely unplanned.

Add to your skills gradually, and practice each small part until
you are confident of the outcome. As you attempt new things,
ask others and listen. Read everything you can find. If you
don’'t understand, keep asking. On a regular basis, hook up
with an instructor to get feedback on how you are progressing.
Let him demonstrate new things with your airplane, and give
advice to help you improve your skills.

Not all pilots want to be top-notch aerobatic masters. Many
are content to just build good looking, good flying airplanes,
and spend some time at the field enjoying some relaxed easy
flying along with the usual hangar talk and socializing. That’s
as it should be. Just use some PET along the way to make
sure the “relaxed, easy flying” part is truly that, and you are
enjoying this great sport in the manner you desire.

From Aero-Shaft, John Hice, editor
Aero RC Club of Flint, Flint MI

‘Gil’ Gilpatrick’s Viper 06/12/2002
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