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More Pylon Racing News 

Several people have finished their pylon planes for next 

summerôs racing.  Here is a picture sent in by (son ?) Joe 

and Sarah Healey. 

I am not sure which engine was selected for his Sky Raider, it 

looks like an OS ball bearing (.40 ?)  

Here is your editorôs Sky Raider with an Enya super sport .40 ball 

bearing that used to be on a trainer 40 years ago.  I hear of some 

other Sky Raiders which are flying, No pictures submitted so far 



Hi everyone 
Next year I would like to start a new kind of event.., Itôs called the Club 40 Pylon 

Racing!  There is a great article in Model Aviation, the October 2009 issue ñPylon Rac-
ing for Everyoneò.  This would be great for every novice or advanced fliers.  It is also 
an inexpensive way to have fun and get other clubs involved. 

A while back, I sat down and had a great talk with Ray from Ray and Robinôs 
Hobby Center and he was able to get the Airborne Models Sky Raider Mach II.  Ray 
has them at a cost of about $106.  They come in solid colors and the companyôs col-
ors.  The great thing about the solid colors is that you can make your own designs on 
them.  Ray is also checking in on engineséthe engines are 40 size only!  Several 40 
size engines are available:  Thunder tigers 40, GS 40, Enya 40, Tower 40, to name a 
few.  Now the question is, I have been cornered by several people at the Hobby Center 
about the engines as to whether they should be bushing or bearing engines.  Most 
people want bearing engines.  The only AMA rule is that the engine must be 40 
size.  The Sports 40 Thunder tiger pro 40 is my recommendation.  It is also Club 
40ôs  recommendation for racing.   

I am trying to keep this as inexpensive as possible so that everyone has a 
chance to fly and have fun, as well as being competitive.  If you want more information, 
check out www.rcpro.org.  (Radio Control Pylon Racing)  It has articles on all  4 
classes of pylon racing as well as information to get you started.  |It includes safety, 
test flying, aircraft markings, scoring and specific rulings.  ||I highly recommend for 
those interested, to go to AMA website under Competition Regulations 2009-
2010  Radio Control Pylon Racing.  

We are planning on holding two events a month starting in May, weather permit-
ting.  Also, we hope to have other clubs invited to participate in these events.  Cost of 
these events will be $5 per person per event and $15 per year per person for fuel and 
prizes.   

I would like to hear your input on the engines (bushings or bearings), the event 
itself, and whatever concerns you have. 

 
Sincerely, 
Charlie Comeau              

Here is an update sent in by Charlie Comeau concerning more of the details 

for the racing. 

Editors Note 
 Many of the people I have spoken with would like to use an engine they already 

have.  For many people that means a 40 ball bearing, either and Enya or an OS.  

The goal for everyone is to keep the cost as low as they can.  Perhaps any ñSport 

40ò could be allowed.  The race supervisor could approve or disallow an engine 

someone had on hand already?   What do you think?  Your input is needed to 

reach a consensus  on the matter of engines.  I am told there are at least 3 .40 ball 

bearing engines available for under $100. 

http://www.rcpro.org/


Winter Fly Proposed 

At Tripp Lake in Poland for January 30 or 31, 2010 

Hi to all Skystreakerôs 
            January 30

th
 or 31

st
 (depending on weather) starting at 9:00 am, 

we would like to have a one day fun fly off Tripp Lake on Route 11 in Po-
land.  Alan Mandenhall is going to have his ice shack  available for coffee 
and donuts and to warm up.  He also will plow a runway for us if neces-
sary.  A good time, all planes, good chance to set up your Raiders for py-
lon racing this year.  Should be lots of fun.   
            If you could put this in the newsletter for January, it would be ap-
preciated. 
Thanks, 
Charlie Comeau    

Winter Fly at the Propsnapperôs 

The Annual Numb Thumbs Fly In 

At the landfill club flying site 

February 21, 2010 

More on pylon racing, the Race Course 



The race course diagram was taken from the October 2009 Model Aviation.  The 2 

pylon set up works well for most club fields.  One item that can be a problem is 

the set back required for spectators,  The diagram shows 275 feetï almost 100 

yards.  This could be hard to do with out placing the pylons out over the bank at 

the Skystreakerôs field. 

Other Types of Pylon Racing Planes 

Quickie 500 with a Jett 40  engine  9 x 7.5 pylon prop  

23,000 rpm    One flight equals one glow plug 

Quickie 500ð500 sq in to the wing 



150 + mph 

SUNDOWNER 50 with a Saito 82 FS 
13 x 8 propð100 mph ? 



Giant Scale Sundowner 80 with a YS 140 FZ FS, 16 x 12 prop 

8500 rpm,  SPEED !!  



Indoor Electric Heli and Plane Flying 

Continues this winter 

Indoor flying continues every other Saturday at Happy Tails Dog Training 

Gym, near Morrilôs Corner in Portland, Visit the SMRCHA website for de-

tails.  www.smrcha.net   4-6 pm  


