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The December meeting was a snowstorm cancellation, so the

ary Meeting will make up for the missed holiday activities. The

voluntaryPOTLUCK SNACKS andTREATS are on for the
January meeting. Please bring along your favorite munchies
all to share. Don’t forget some soft drinks as well. This is the
meeting to retell all the stories from last year’s flying and just
catch up with what everyone is doing.

Theattendance ticket drawingwill also be held and remember
you must be present to win. Many people have been drawn i
years, but have lost out because they weren’t there to collect.
expect the 50-50 raffle could be run as well if there is sufficier]
interest. Think about bringing in something for show and tell,
is the best time to show off your winter project, you can expeq
largest meeting attendance of the year.

Onceagain we have a number of submissions to the newslett
from club members. This is really important to keep the newg
ter interesting and relevant to what is going on with our club.

Thanks go to Bruce Morse and Mac McLaughlin for their help
Please help out with a contribution. Don’t worry about spellin
grammar and all that stuff, we can straighten that out— lets h
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from you! Help is readily available with photos as well, even the

loan of a camera if needed. Items can be e-mailed, hand deli
dropped off at the hobby shop or mailed the old fashioned wal
me: Peter Flanagan, 6 Ottawa Woods Rd, Scarborough, ME

vered,
y to
4074.

Electric Helicopter andUltra light Electric Park Flyers are be-
ing flown on Saturday afternoons onarery other weekbasis at
the Happy Tails Dog Training Arena in Portland. This facility
near Morrill's Corner (Forest Ave). The arenais 100’ square
a clear 20’ ceiling. This activity is coordinated by the Souther
Maine R/C Helicopter Association. There is a $10 fee to covs
facility rental, for the 2 hour time slot. For more information Ig
on SMRCHA'’s web site, talk to Lenny at the hobby shop or by
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Newsletter Contact: Peter Flanagan, email: spits@maine.rr.com




tonhole one of the helicopter fliers. | have added a few picture from the last cdgglssions.
The arena is an ideal place to fly one of the little “Vapor” electric pldragave become
popular, or to get some help with your electric helicopter.

Indoor Flying at Happy Tails




Safety First
The following article sent to me by Bruce Morse. The article appearelfsiH HLIGHT, the

magazine of the International Miniature Aircraft Association, and isnegatihere with their
permission.

frem HighFlight Magazine

Instructors, the good, the bad and the ugly!

On my mind this month is how seasoned pilots can inadvertently teach bad habits to new and
student pilots.

A while back, while | was training a student pilot, various seasoned pilots were breaking club
field and safety rules. | had recently explained a club safety rule to my new student and he looked
around and somebody was doing the opposite of what | had just taught him and asked, “Isn’t that what
we were just talking about?”. As you can imagine, | didn’'t have a very good answer. All seasoned pilots,
whether instructing or not, need to think not only about their own safety, but that of the student pilots that
look to them for guidance.

| also believe there is more than one kind of student pilot. First is the person who has never
flown. This is the one most vulnerable to everything from everybody. Other than their own common
sense and any other life experience they bring with them into the hobby, these students need the best
training we can give them. They need to not only learn to fly and be taught safety and club field rules,
but the morals of the hobby as well.

It's kind of like teaching how to use the rudder or not. Most of the time a student who learns how
to use the rudder early on becomes a better pilot than one who has not. Sure it can be learned later but
it doesn’t need to. With safety it might take something bad for the person to relearn bad habits. A pilot
who recently joined our club, (who had been flying at another flying site for some time) couldn’t taxi his
plane and take off. He would have somebody walk the plane out, then hold his plane in the middle of the
runway by its tail while he gave it full throttle, then would tell that person to let it go and only then could
he take off! It was a real safety problem and | asked him about it. | found out his instructor didn’t teach
him how to taxi. Just today after | talked with him one week ago the new member was taking off by him-
self! He just needed be told it was not safe and to practice the right way. This bad habit was not his fault
but his instructors.

Another type of student pilot is ‘Plane specific pilots’, like Giant Scale Student Pilots or Racing
Student Pilots, etc... For example, a person who learned to fly a .40 sized trainer, sees giant scale air-
planes advertised in magazines as “flies like a trainer”, so they buy one of the “Giant Wiz Bang” planes,
(I have always wanted to write the phrase “wiz bang” after reading it several times in a popular writer's
column) and a big gas motor and away they go.

If they don’t get some “Giant scale training” they don’t know any better and can put inferior con-
trol linkage or smaller than appropriate size servos in it. Like the ones they used in their trainer. This is a
recipe for disaster. Instructors have a responsibility to not only teach student pilots how to fly their pri-
mary trainer and to be safe, but also prepare them for future flying by letting them know when they want
to start another type of flying, like giant scale, they should seek out another type of instructor to help
them with their new learning curve.

One last thing seems common in a lot of clubs. Those who break the rules, “just cause there
was only a couple of us out there”. This is one of the worst ways to corrupt somebody and to make bad
habits for yourself. New guys go out to the field and watch (seasoned pilots again!) break rules and are
told or hear, “it's just because there are only 3-4 guys out, (or is that 4-5, or 5-6) that we do this, we
wouldn't if more people where here.” An example; It is not ok not to get your frequency pin just because
you know the other guy out there flying isn’t on your channel. What about the guy who drives up while
you are flying. He might think you are on 2.4 and turn on his radio to check out his programming?
Whose fault is it that your plane crashed now? Yours! (-continued next page)



(-continued from previous page)

If we all try and remember about our clubs field and safety rules, we communicate with each
other and don’t take offense when given some positive criticism, we will all be a lot better off, safer and
happier at our flying fields!

Keep safety first!

What are you building?
| have had a 1/3 scale PA-18 in the works for some time now. I'm not sure what distnacte
from the project (Oh yeah a broken ankle), but | am back on track this winter. Thesplane i
framed up from the Balsa USA kit and is substantially all wood. The wood kits areasige
to work with than plastic and fiberglass. | expect to finish the airplane in theschleme of
the “Lighthouse Patrol” Super Cub at Owls Head Museum. Peter Flanagan




THE BUILD CONTINUES
“Gearing upvinter project”
Mac McLaughlin’s building report

Since it has been about a month since thedasit, there has been
some progress on the 1/3 scale “T-Cart” thatrtesti this winter. |
have the wings, ailerons completed, as the photasirmonth’s news-
letter shows. The fuselage is also pretty mucishied. It still needs the
tail feathers, and doors. the wings have beestdfiid the fuselage cen-
ter tubes, and the wing root stubs have been tougive a nice transi-
tion from the fuse to the wings.

I'll put a photo of the airframe assembled (hopgfulith the stab, and
fin installed) next month. It will also be sittiron the gear, which
brings me to the topic of this month’s report.eTlanding Gear.

Anyone that has built a few model aircraftnfreither kits, or plans
can tell you that most have landing gear fashionedsimilar manner.
The process usually requires that music wire bdesldsogether with
soft copper wire and soldered. Some planes uséuamnum strap, and
some use a combination of both. These systems gquoté& well, but
usually lack somewhat in the “realism” dept.

The plane that | am building will probably wkig5 Ibs. or more so
the designer opted for a more full-scale approadhe landing gear
construction. The entire gear is built from chremely steel tube.

The same stuff they build the real ones from. deoed the tubing from
Wicks Aircraft Supply. The plans call for the jtsrto be silver sol-
dered, but | brazed mine together with bronze b very strong,

still amazingly light, and the bronze brazing giyesi much more con-
trol over the heat. | used the smallest tip onttineh, allowing a part to
be welded without melting an adjoining weld. Jsimere cleaned up
as the work progressed with a sanding drum on neyrigt tool.

The accompanying photo shows the completed demok at the
photo and try to imagine how many jigs it took te@mplish. You
can’'t hold one part next to another, and weldvtiu need both hands
free to do the brazing, and the parts CAN NOT MOVEhe heat ap-
plied to the steel can distort the finished paitign’t held rigidly in



place until it cools. | fabricated a jig that alledvme to build both gear
legs at the same time. The center truss wasdmoilind a rectangle of
plywood with the pieces held in place with nai¥ou will notice that
the gear is fully operational. The gear legs angédd at the fuselage
sides. The truss is mounted to the bottom oftiselage. There are
pieces of 3/16” music wire connecting the legd#truss, in the photo,
(these were used to properly align the 8 idenbcatkets), they will be
removed and replaced with 6-32” bolts, when the gemstalled. The
gear operates by bungee cords looped over therqueoitds of each leg,
and over pins under the seat in the fuse. Theod&doraces are at-
tached to the axles with bolts. The axles are”3bés with brass
bushings, inserted through the 3/8” tubing. Thee&lb are held in
place with a castle nut, and cotter key. The aatebwheels are re-
movable. The wheels are 5 %2 “ Dubro Air Wheelsicwlare a scale
match for the pair of full scale Taylorcraft wheklsave in the garage.
See you at the meeting

Mac



November Treasurer’s Report

Receipts
membership dues
fuel & other raffles
club nowelties
adwertising
Scale Shootout
other

TOTAL RECEIPTS

Expenses
Postage & Newsletter
Fuel
Field Repairs & Maintenance
Portable Toilet
Mowing
Prizes & Drawings
Patches, Awards & Nowelties
Contest Prizes
Contest Supplies
A.M.A. Dues
A.M.A. Sanction Fees
Admin. Supplies & Materials
Miscellaneous
Meeting Room Rent
Public Relations
V.C.R. Tapes
Scale Shootout
Bank Fees

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INC. OR (DEC.) IN FUND BALANCE

ASSETS
Key Bank-Checking
Key Bank-Resene
Scale Shootout assets

Total Assets

FUND BALANCE
Fund Balance (Beg. of year)
Year To Date Inc. or (Dec.)
Total Fund Balance
Liabilities
Total Liabilities & Fund Balance

Paypal account

Current Period Prior Total

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00

$0.00
$0.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

($473.85)
$2,693.86
$1,037.43
$3,257.44
$3,827.63

($570.19)

$3,257.44

$3,257.44

242.52

$4,450.21
$169.00

$1,037.43
$0.00

$5,656.64

$50.24
$101.60
$362.04
$635.00
$4,240.00
$215.00
$52.95

$300.00
$90.00

$0.00
$60.00
$120.00
$0.00

$0.00
$6,226.83

($570.19)

($473.85)
$2,693.86
$1,037.43

$3,257.44

Year to Date

$4,450.21
$169.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,037.43
$0.00

$5,656.64

$50.24
$101.60
$362.04
$635.00
$4,240.00
$215.00
$52.95
$0.00
$300.00
$90.00
$0.00
$0.00
$60.00
$120.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$6,226.83
($570.19)



