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   FROM THE PRESIDENT 
     
    Hello everyone.  Can you believe there are only twenty some days till Christmas?  Where has the year      
    gone?  I have all my shopping done, do you? 

    If you haven’t been to the new meeting place yet, it can be tricky to find the correct entrance to use.  The 
    easiest way to find your way is to walk in, look around.  Do you see Bingo cards and tables set up?  You’re 
    in the wrong door.  Just kidding!  As you face the building from the road, the door you want is on the  left 
    and towards the rear of the building.  Go down the stairs, not up, and you will find it.  Bring along some 
    goodies to eat or drink (alcohol free) for the meeting.  The meeting will consist of VERY little business.   
    Only critical issues should be addressed.  I spoke to Mike Ladd and he will have a road condition update 
    for us.  I hope to see some airplanes for plane of the month competition.  We will also have the fuel raffle.   
    The BIG drawing consists of two cash prizes.  Don’t forget that you have to be present to win when your 
    name is drawn from the pink tickets in the nut can. 

    It would be a good idea to get your membership renewed before the end of the year to avoid losing 
    access to the web page and the newsletter.  Don’t forget to get your AMA membership renewed also.  All 
    flying members are required to belong to the AMA.  You can sign up with them right on the Internet. 

    I have been busy building a garage so I haven’t been building planes lately.  I can’t wait to get back into it. 
    I think that the skis I made last year will fit my bigger Cub.  It’s quite possible that this year if I get them  
    installed, I may even get to fly off the snow at least once.  Wouldn’t that be something?  You probably know 
    that last year I made the skis and didn’t use them once.  If I remember right, it was much easier to make  
    skis than it is to install garage doors.  If I don’t forget, I’ll bring some copies of the plans that Mac made 
    last year for his scratch built skis. 

    I can’t stress enough the importance of being careful with CyA glues.  Using them indoors without proper 
    ventilation can cause  severe health problems in some people.  There have been reports of people being 
    hospitalized or worse.  Please, BE CAREFUL! 

    Happy Holidays everyone.  See you at the meeting. 

    By Nelson Frost 
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NOVEMBER MEETING MINUTES 

The November 2003 regular monthly meeting of the Sky 
Streakers R/C club was held on the 14th at the AMVETS Hall in 
New Gloucester. 
 
President Nelson Frost opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. with 
21 members present 

 
The Secretary’s Report was accepted as published in the 
newsletter.   
 
The Treasurer’s Report was given by the treasurer, Dave 
Edwards.  His figures as of the 31st of October 2002 are as 
follows: 
 Checking Account Balance:      $1,161.54 
 Reserve Account Balance:        $5,114.52 
 TOTAL ASSETS:                     $6,275.06 
 
The report was accepted as given. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Len Fox reported that he and Ray Labonte have completed 
the listing of Ray Vigue’s items that will be for sale.  He will be 
meeting with Mrs. Vigue to get her approval for the list that 
will then be forwarded to the newsletter editor for inclusion in 
the December newsletter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Ray Labonte extended an invitation from the Propsnappers 
R/C Club to join them for their Holiday Party to be held on 
December 10th    the second Tuesday of the month at Verrillo’s 
in Portland.  Happy Hour will be from 5:30 to 6:30 pm., with 
dinner to follow at 6:30 p.m.  (Attendees will pay for their own 
meal and beverages.)  There will be door prizes and raffles to 
be held.  There is a sign-up sheet at Ray & Robin’s and anyone 
who plans to attend the festivities is asked to sign-up ahead of 
time. 
 
Mike Ladd reported that the access road has washed out in 
the location of the gully again.  Mike knows the company that 
is hauling gravel out of the road and will ask them to repair the 
problem ASAP.  The amount of $1,500. was appropriated in 
the recent past for the installation of a culvert at that location 
but the work was never done.  A motion was made to enable 
the President to re-appropriate the money so that the work 
may be done. 
 
A hearty round of applause was given to Bruce Morse for 
finding such an excellent place for the club to hold our 
meetings.  THANKS AGAIN, BRUCE! 
 
FUEL RAFFLE 
Ted McKibben  (WHAT IS your secret, Ted?) and Bob 
Baker. 
 
The question was asked regarding the pink and green colors of 
the fuel.  Ray Labonte was able to inform us that the pink 
contains a combination of castor oil and oil.  The green fuel 
contains only synthetic oils. 
 
Charlie Kerr reports that the blue fuel is made to look like 
windshield washer fluid and related a hilarious tale of the time 
he accidentally filled his car’s windshield washer fluid container 
with model fuel! 

 
PLANE OF THE MONTH 
Unfortunately, no one brought in a plane for the competition 
this month. 
 

 
 

The December meeting is traditionally the “Holiday Party 
Meeting.”  All members are asked to bring in some goodies 
(NO alcohol) to share with the others.  Also, bring in your 
latest project to show off or to get assis ance with.  The 
attendance raffle will be held and you have to be present to 
win.  (Be forewarned – if your name is drawn and you have 
failed to attend, you will be subject to one years worth of 
razzing from the other members!)  The AMVETS Hall is the 
ideal meeting place for the club with plenty of table space, 
chairs and room to move around.  Come and enjoy the 
evening with your club! 

t

 
submitted by Rosalie Marin 

secretary 
 

RENEWAL FOR 2003 
 
 
Name: 
 
 
AMA # 
 
 
Mailing Address: 
 
 
 
Telephone: 
 
 
Email: 
 
 
Frequency(ies): 
 
Please mail along with your check (Made out to:  
The Sky Streakers R/C Club) to: 
 
Rosalie Marin 
588 Milton Rd 
Milton Twp ME 04219 
 
Or, bring this form and cash or check to the next meeting to 
renew your membership.  ALL privileges including the 
newsletter, web access and use of the field,  EXPIRE March 
31, 2003. 
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’TWAS RIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
 
‘Twas right before Christmas, 
And all through the house, 
Yes, a creature was stirring, 
In the basement ... the louse. 
 
A servo in hand, an expression of glee, 
Forgetting entirely to put up the tree. 
The ribs of the wing were aligned with great care, 
In hopes that the bird would soon soar through the air. 
 
The kids were asleep, all; sung in their beds, 
With fumes form the glue surrounding their heads. 
My husband still at it, the glue almost dry, 
Aligning the stab with a glint in his eye. 
 
The kit was quite costly, the radio much more, 
He showed me the bill and I slumped to the floor. 
He assured me, “My dear, the sport is great fun,” 
I just couldn’t wait “till the whole thing was done.” 
 
I, in my curlers, and “Waldo” below, 
(Preparing, I’m sure, for the Toledo Air Show), 
Heard from the roof such a terrible clatter, 
That I jumped from my bed to see what was the matter. 
 
I threw open the window, and what should appear, 
But Santa himself with eight tiny reindeer. 
He landed quite nicely near the chimney and grating, 
He assured me he could, with his Pilot 11 rating. 
 
He spoke not a word, 
But went straight to his work, 
Helping my husband …  
With the rudder, the jerk. 
 
He did leave some presents for the kids, as you see, 
And even some things for my husband and me. 
And placing his finger at the side of his nose, 
A twinkle in his eye, up the chimney he rose. 
 
Transmitter on, 
To his team gave a whistle, 
And off they all flew, 
Like the down of a schneurle ported pylon racer. 
 
And I heard him exclaim as he banked to the right, 
“Flare all your landings and have a good flight.” 
 

from The Jefco Flyer 
Bob Corwin, editor 

via  AMA National Newsletter  
November 1999 edition 

               

         ADHESIVES   by Roger Layton 
 
Cyanoacrylate (CyA) Adhesives:  Part of the history that abounds 
of CyA is this:  It was developed as an alternative to sutures and 
bandages for treating open battlefield wounds during the Viet Nam 
War.  This seems to make sense I light of its ability to instantly weld 
the fingers together of any careless modeler.  That little bottle of 
instant repairs you buy is actually a chemical called cyanoacrylate 
monomer which, except for inhibitor, would instantly form a single 
plastic blob of polymer with accompanying heat and fury that would 
resemble the China Syndrome. 
 
CyA was on the market for a number of years before it came to the 
construction hobbies.  The adhesive was so fluid that it could only be 
used to mend nonporous materials like ceramic, plastic and glass.  It 
certainly did not work on balsa, which merely soaked it up like a 
sponge.  Later, when viscosity modifiers were added, it became 
generally useful and ended up “in our hands” (pun intended). 
 
The advantages of CyA are speed and hold.  The disadvantages are 
cost, vapor, and brittleness.  Please be your own judge, but I will not 
use it for whole airplane construction.  It has a place and is excellent 
for certain  applications.  For many butt joints and T-joints, CyA is 
too brittle, especially in large airplanes.  Aliphatic glue is a much 
better choice. 
 
CyA is specified as the adhesive of choice for wing skins.  In this 
application, it is too hard and makes sanding to an invisible butt joint 
very difficult.  Cellulose-based glue like Sigment® is the 
quintessential choice since it is the sole truly sandable adhesive. 
 
Cyanoacrylates are excellent for tacking parts into place to speed up 
construction followed by regluing with an aliphatic  adhesive.  CyA 
is unequaled for making repairs and piecing a crashed beauty back 
together.  When you use CyA, be careful not to draw debris such as 
sawdust or baking soda (incidentally a good, inexpensive accelerant) 
into the bottle.  It may cause the entire contents to harden. 
 
Aliphatic glue:  The parent for this type of glue is doubtless 
Borden’s white glue.  Borden’s is a very strong glue which penetrates 
wood well.  A second generation of such glues contains fillers which 
render them somewhat “sandable.”  Regardless of the claims, none 
are truly sandable since their binder is rubbery.  In my mind, more 
expensive is not better.  The hobby store brands like Pica’s “Gluit” 
and others are expensive and not very sandable.  Borden’s yellow 
woodworkers’ glue is strong, inexpensive, and as sandable as any I 
have found.  On large built-up fuselages and wings, I recommend 
using Borden’s woodworkers’ glue for most of the “inside” 
construction including attachment of the skin.  But I glue the skins 
together and other pieces to be sanded with Sigment®.  Firewalls, 
landing gear blocks, and hard points are attached with epoxy. 
 
Silicon caulk or RTV: This is an excellent adhesive which does not 
harden.  This provides considerable shock absorption.  This material 
is particularly good for attaching parts inside fiberglass fuselages.  
There must be ample gluing surface.   
 
Fiberglass flexes in a finished airplane during flight will cause brittle 
joints made with CyA epoxy or other adhesives to fail.  Many servo 
trays have broken loose during a hard landing.  Certainly, you have 
noticed the vinegar smell of silicon adhesive when it cures.  Do not 
use this adhesive around electrical components.  Connect cells in a 
battery with hot melt adhesives. 
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Rubber Cement:  The next time you want to make little protective 
foam boxes for your receivers or batteries, use rubber cement.  It 
maintains its flexibility and will never let go once it is dry. 
 
3M ™ Spray Adhesive:  Formula 77 is excellent for attaching paper 
rib and bulkhead patterns to balsa or plywood during scratch 
building.  If you want to remove the pattern from the wood after 
cutting, allow the adhesive to dry on the paper for more than a minute 
before applying.  The paper will not stick quite so tightly and the 
adhesive will not transfer to the wood.  3M can also be used to hold 6 
oz. fiberglass in position on the wing center while epoxy or polyester 
resin is applied.  It is great to hold plans flat on building board. 
 

from  Rock Valley RC Flyers 
Rockford IL 

via the MMAC Newsletter, Dick Sarpolus, Editor 
via Internet 

 
 

 
Do You know …  
 
…How to find the channel number when you know the 
frequency number: 

1. Take the hundredths from the frequency number 
(72.810; use just the 81) 

2. Add 21 (81+21=102) 
3. Divide by 2 (102/2=51) 
4. THE CHANNEL NUMBER YOU ARE LOOKING 

FOR IS ---51---! 
 
 

SHOP SAFETY 
 
by Mike O’Donnell 
 
Chemicals and Solvents 
Storage of chemicals in the shop can be dangerous.  If 
possible, store them away from the house in an outside 
storage shed.  Pay close attention to the types of chemicals 
and solvents you store together.  They can and will explode or 
start a fire. 
 
Eye Protection 
Always use proper eye protection when grinding, spraying, 
chipping, or sanding. 
A pair of safety glasses is a necessity in the shop. 
 
Lung Protection 
Use a respirator when sanding, spraying, mixing chemicals, 
working with solvents or cleaning up a dusty shop.  There are 
all kinds or respirators, so make sure you’re using the one you 
need for the job you are doing. 
 
Open Flames or Hot Tools 
Keep a fire extinguisher handy. 
When using open flames, like a butane torch, watch what 
direction the flame is pointing and keep cleat of flammable 
items. 
When using a soldering iron or covering iron, keep the area 
clear and use a bench rest when possible.  Always turn off 
tools and unplug them when they are not in use. 

Hand and Power Tools 
Use the tool for the task it was designed for. 
Keep tools in top condition. 
Make sure they are oiled regularly, stored properly, and 
adjusted. 
 
Checklist of things to keep in the shop: 
Fire Extinguisher 
First Aid Kit 
Eye Wash Out Kit 
Super Glue Debonder 
Good Lighting 
Smoke Detector 
Eye Protection 
Ear Protection 
Lung Protection 
Hand Protection 
 
Things to do in the shop 
Keep it clean. 
Keep the floor clear of trip hazards. 
Keep flammable items away from the hot water heater and 
furnace. 
Do not leave paintbrushes in solvent overnight. 
 
Things not to do in the shop 
Do not overload outlets. 
Do not store solvent rags in open cans. 
Do not leave paintbrushes in solvent overnight. 
 

from The Beacon 
Joe Bachman, editor 

Solana Beach, CA 
via AMA National Newsletter 

 

ACTUAL Classified Ads  
taken out of newspapers 

 
FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER. 
8 YEARS OLD.  HATEFUL LITTLE DOG. 
 
FOUND: DIRTY WHITE DOG.  LOOKS LIKE A RAT…BEEN 
OUT AWHILE.  BETTER BE REWARD. 
 
1 MAN, 7 WOMAN HOT TUB -- $850/OFFER 
 
COWS, CALVES NEVER BRED… 
ALSO 1 GAY BULL FOR SALE. 
 
GEORGIA PEACHES, CALIFORNIA GROWN – .89/LB. 
 
NICE PARACHUTE: NEVER OPENED – USED ONCE. 
 
JOINING NUDIST COLONY! 
MUST SELL WASHER & DRYER $300. 
 
OPEN HOUSE BODY SHAPERS TONING SALON 
FREE COFFEE & DONUTS 
 
FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes.  Excellent 
condition.  $1,000. or best offer.  No longer needed.  Got married last 
weekend.  Wife knows everything. 

via Internet 
 



 5 
 

MODEL AIRPLANES: A FINE ART 
by Joe Wagner 
Few things irritate us modelers more than people calling our 
activities playing with toy airplanes.  As we well know, our 
hobby/sport is a truly scientific endeavor, requiring a working 
knowledge of aerodynamics, meteorology, electronics, 
metallurgy, chemistry, physics, and other technologies.  
However, model airplanes are also an art form, and a fine art 
at that! 
 
My definition of an art is zany, creative human activity with 
the purpose of effecting emotions.  That covers a lot of 
territory: literature, graphics, arts, music, sculpture, 
architecture, ballet, and more.  Commercial art (of whatever 
kind) differs from fine art, at least in its purpose.  Commercial 
art is performed primarily to satisfy a customer’s 
requirements, while fine art is done to please the artist himself.  
Of course, a fine artist can get paid for his work, and 
sometimes does.  But he’s the one not his client, who decides 
what the artwork will be, and how and when to do it. 
 
Now consider model airplanes again with the preceding 
paragraph in mind.  The miniature aircraft that we build and 
fly surely involve as genuine of an artistic effort as the work 
of any painter or musician.  Even when we don’t have the time 
available to let us enjoy the complete experience of designing 
and building a model from scratch, and instead, assemble one 
from a commercial kit, we make the decision whether to 
substitute a curved wing tip for a rectangular one or to revise 
the entire shape of a vertical tail. 
 
Model airplanes might very well represent the highest (pun 
intentional) form of fine art.  Our aircraft involve every one of 
the techniques of the graphic arts like drawing, painting, and 
photography, as well s the three-dimensionality of sculpture, 
the practical values and uses of architecture, and the dynamic 
qualities of ballet! 
 
I can’t think of any other art form with so much complexity 
and variety, either.  From simple all-balsa hand-launched 
gliders (throwing these for maximum duration is an art form in 
itself!) to four-engined, multi channel RC models.  The range 
of possible projects, materials, and techniques is almost 
infinite.  Miniature aircraft that fly can be as tiny as the 
popular eight-inch wingspan rubber-powered models, or as 
large s 20-foot radio controlled Giant Scale model. 
 
I’ve seen model airplanes constructed from paper, plastics, 
metals, and woods ranging from balsa and bamboo to pine, 
spruce, basswood, mahogany, maple and birch.  Finishes show 
as much variety.  The craftsmen that the public usually think 
of as artists have no wider selection of media to work with 
than modelers do. 
 
The dynamics of flight are exquisitely artistic too.  Aerial 
maneuvers of a control line stunt model or an RC acrobatic 
airplane exhibit as much grace, symmetry, and balance as 
ballet does.  It is also easier to appreciate.  A ballerina’s triple 
entrechat, for example, occurs in about half of a second.  
That’s too fast for most human eyes to register, but anyone 

can see and follow a model airplane doing a spin, slow roll 
or horizontal figure eight. 
 
Considered as a fine art, model airplanes are a great deal more 
comprehensible that most others to laymen.  Modern painting 
and sculpture have lost all relation to reality.  No one looking 
at examples of these types of art knows quite what their 
supposed to be experiencing.  That’s never the case with 
model airplanes!  Even “far-out” modeling projects like a 
flying doghouse, or a radio-controlled bat are instantly 
recognizable for what they represent.  They may or may not be 
well executed, but it’s easy to tell the difference.  You can’t 
say that about much in the way of modern art! 
 
The only major dissimilarity between airplane modelers and 
the people the general public considers to be artists is that 
we’re obviously having fun in out activity.  It’s hard to 
visualize Frank Lloyd Wright humming a happy tune while 
designing Falling Water, Michelangelo grinning as he painted 
the Sistine Chapel ceiling, or Beethoven chuckling while 
composing a symphony.  Maybe if they had done that, they’d 
have been accused of playing with toys too! 
 

from  Sam Says,  Rich Woodcock, editor 
Salinas CA 

via AMA National Newsletter 
 
 
 

Ray Vigue’s Estate Sale 
 
GP Ugly Stick:  Almost Ready to Fly                $150.00 
With Futaba Servos only 
No engine installed………. 

 
Futaba R127DF FM Receiver  channel  24 
Six Futaba TX & RX Chargers with trickle 
10 Standard Futaba Servos 
2 Futaba FPR 127 RX  CH 16   7 CH 
Volt Meter   Various Wheels 
Many Props   Heat Gun  
Covering Iron   TX Case (2TX) 
Incidence Meters  Spinners 
Three Gallons Fuel  Cowlings 
Many Plan Sets   Assorted Mufflers 
Box of Balsa   Transmitter Tray 
Float Kit   Glass Cloth 
TX Case (2TX)   Servo Arms 
3 Electric Starters  Assorted Hobby Supplies 
Fuel Tanks   Spray Paint 
Landing Gears 
 
If interested in items on this list please contact 
Len Fox (583-6644) or Ray Labonte (797-5196).  
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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