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      MARCH MEETING MINUTES       
 
The March 2005 regular monthly meeting of the Sky Streakers 
R/C Club was held on Thursday the 10th at the AMVETS Hall in 
New Gloucester.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
by president  Nelson Frost with 22 members attending. 
 
There was no meeting in February due to a severe snowstorm 
but the meeting minutes from the January meeting were 
accepted as published in the February newsletter. 
 
Dave Edwards, Treasurer gave the following Treasurer’s 
Reports for January and February 2005.   
 
Month ended January 31, 2005: 
 Total Receipts:    $600.00 
 Total Expenses:      157.75 
 TOTAL INCREASE:   $442.22 
  
 Checking Account Balance:             $1686.49 
 Reserve Account Balance:   2500.73  
 TOTAL ASSETS:                $4187.22 
 
Month ended February 28, 2005: 
 No receipts 
 No expenses 

No increase/decrease 
TOTAL ASSETS REMAIN THE SAME AS ABOVE. 

 
The report was accepted as read. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Member Charlie Nelson opened a discussion regarding the 
Propsnappers loss of the use of their field for a major part of 
the 2005 flying season.  He voiced his opinion that the Sky 
Streakers should have been more generous in offering the use 
of the Sky Streakers field to the displaced Propsnappers.  (At 
an earlier meeting a motion was passed to allow the 
Propsnappers to join the Sky Streakers for the regular 
membership fee of $60.00 and to wave the Initiation Fee.) 
 
Several members were of the same opinion as Charlie in that if  
the shoe was on the other foot, the Propsnappers would 
support the Sky Streakers.  A lengthy discussion followed. 
 
The Propsnappers field is located over a landfill when the DEP 
has ordered recapped.  At this time, they expect to begin the 
work sometime around the middle of July and this work will 
continue throughout the remainder of the flying season, 
displacing the club.  The DEP has officially recommended that 
the landfill be recapped in a manner to be used as a model 
airplane field.  The Propsnappers should have an excellent 
place to fly NEXT season. 
 
There are many Sky Streakers members who are also 
Propsnappers members and fly at both fields when available 
already.  For the remaining Propsnappers looking for a great 
field to fly off until theirs is new and improved and ready to use, 
the following decision was made: 

• The Sky Streakers By-Laws already provide for a 
guest ESCORTED BY A CURRENT SKY 
STREAKERS MEMBER to be able to fly at the field 
total of (3) times.  The guest must be a member of the 
AMA. 

• If, after flying the 3 times, the guest (who MUST be 
a paid up member of the Propsnappers) decides that 
the Sky Streakers flying field suits his/her needs, they 
may join the Sky Streakers for the remainder of the 
season for $10.00.  A copy of the Sky Streakers field 
rules will be provided to all interested Propsnappers 
members and all rules must be followed. 

 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to make this option 
available for the Propsnappers. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Eric Waterman expressed his concern for an extended mud 
season this year and asked that members stay off the access 
road and out of the field until they dry up.  A large amount of 
money and work went into improving the access road and it 
would be very unfortunate is some anxious (but impatient) 
member disrespected that effort and damages the road. 
 
The amount of $90.00 was approved to be forwarded to the 
AMA for the renewal of the Charter for 2005. 
 
Mac McLaughlin volunteered his services to make the 
warning sign recommended by the AMA.  THANKS, MAC! 
 
Tom Chabot presented a request for the week-end of July 23rd 
and 24th be reserved for the IMAC event to be held at the Sky 
Streakers Flying Field.  This request was approved. 
 
Ray Labonte presented his request that the week-end of 
August 26th, 27th and 28th be reserved for the State of Maine 
Scale Shootout.  Traditionally this event has been held during 
the FIRST week-end of August but due to a scheduling conflict 
with The Nats, the last week-end of August was chosen for the 
Shootout in 2005.  This request was also approved. 
 
Nelson Frost made a request for volunteers for the Intro Pilots 
Program for the coming flying season.  Ray Labonte and Mac 
McLaughlin both volunteered at the meeting, Jim Beach had 
volunteered earlier this year, so we have our three (3) Intro 
Pilots.  There is a $5.00 fee for each Intro Pilot due to the AMA 
for the coverage of uninsured, non-members of the AMA as 
they wait for their membership to process or they are just trying 
out RC to see if it is for them.  Thanks to ALL of our volunteer 
instructors who give so generously of their time and talents! 
 
PLANE OF THE MONTH 
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Mac McLaughlin was the winner in the March Plane of the 
Month Contest winning him a gift certificate to Ray and Robin’s 
Hobby Center. 
Mac says this yellow and white model started put as a Fly 
Baby.  It sports the cowl that he manufactured using the 
technique which he demonstrated at a previous meeting.  It is  
covered in 21st Century fabric, weighs 15.3 pounds and swings 
a 17/8 prop. 
 
THE COMPETITION 

 
 

 
Ted McKibben states, “This is what you get when you put a 
Funtana in the dryer!”  This 40-ounce electric when held 
vertical in the shop has “enough power to take out the roof!” 
 
FUEL RAFFLE 
Tom Chabot and Ted McKibben. 
 
This very busy and productive meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rosalie Marin, secretary 

 
 

2005 SCHEDULED EVENTS 
JUNE 19 (Sun)   CUB/HIGH WING FLY-IN 

CD – Peter Flanagan -  spits@gwi.net OR 207-839-5512 for FMI 
JULY 23 & 24 (Sat & Sun) IMAC EVENT 
CD – Tom Chabot – 207-729-3917 FMI 
AUG 26-28 (Fri, Sat, Sun)              STATE OF MAINE SCALE 
          SHOOTOUT 
CD – Ray Labonte – havefun@mainehobbies.net  OR 207-797-5196 
OR at Ray & Robin’s Hobby Center – 734 Riverside St., Portland ME 
 

 
 

 The April 2005    
Regular Monthly Meeting will be held 

Thursday, April 14th 
coming to order at 7:00 p.m. 

at the AmVets Hall, New Gloucester. 
Come scratch that RC “itch” while  

we ALL wait for sunshine, clear skies 
(and black flies)! 

 

 

 
 

STRESS TEST 
The following is a stress test that I received over the Internet.  
I’m not exactly sure how it works, but this is amazingly 
accurate.   
 
The following photo has 2 almost identical dolphins in it.  It was 
used in a case study on stress levels at St. Mary’s Hospital.  
Look at both dolphins jumping out of the water.  The dolphins 
are identical.  A closely monitored scientific study of a group 
revealed that in spite of the fact that the dolphins are identical; 
a person under stress would find differences in the two 
dolphins.  If there are many differences found between both 
dolphins, it means that the person is experiencing a great 
amount of stress.   
 
Look at the photograph and if you find more than one or two 
differences, YOU MAY WANT TO TAKE A VACATION! 
 

 
used with permission 

rcgroups.com 
 

                 FREQUENCY PIN? 
The day started simply enough.  I stole a few hours on a Friday 
afternoon to fly a new plane I had built over the winter.  I met a 
stranger at the field who wanted to fly a plane he had built but 
was not a member. I helped him and flew his plane on a shake 
down flight, put him to work on some adjustments and went 
about flying on my own.  It was a rather shaky first flight – the 
plane is scale, a little underpowered, and the wind that day 
didn’t help much, but I got through the flight with the plane 
unscathed, and decided to wait for a little calmer day for further 
adjustments. 
 
A third flyer showed up and noted that we were on the same 
frequency, so I retrieved my card and passed the pin to him 

mailto:spits@gwi.net
mailto:havefun@mainehobbies.net
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and went back to my first flyer who was completing his 
adjustments and nearly ready for me to try his plane for a 
second flight. 
 
For the next 30-45 minutes we solved a few problems with this 
guy’s plane, some of which required some bench work and he 
ran out of time and had to leave.  I wished him well and gave 
him some info about the club and AMA, as I would with any 
prospective new member. 
 
As I walked back to my own new plane, I was preoccupied with 
many thoughts on how it had performed on its first flight, fully 
intending to load it up and go home.  I looked at the wind sock 
and the wind was down.  There was only the one other flyer at 
the field so in a spur of the moment change of plans, I decided 
another flight was in order. 
 
I filled the fuel tank, flicked on my radio, and started the 
engine, only slightly aware of an engine behind me that went 
from full song to suddenly quiet, in a way we all understand.  I 
turned to the other pilot who was walking toward a downed 
plane and shut off my engine and transmitter to see if I could 
help. 
 
Only when he calmly asked, “Did you turn on?”  did it sink in 
that I had violated the first rule of our hobby and turned on my 
transmitter without the frequency pin. 
 
What a few moments before had been a rolling, looping RC 
model was now a pile of broken balsa and Monokote®  in the 
weeds, and it was all because of my inattention.  Believe me, 
you don’t want to experience that feeling! 
 
Although he was obviously saddened by the event and my 
stupidity, the other flyer showed a lot of class by remaining 
calm, and trying to suggest that such things go with the hobby.  
I tried to apologize, but everything I said seemed inadequate.  
We worked out a mutual agreement for some replacement, but 
I know from my own experience, that the lost hours he spent 
crafting that plane cannot be replaced. 
 
I tried to mentally reconstruct the events that led to this incident 
and can find nothing to blame except some bad habits I had 
developed when flying alone at the field.  On other occasions I 
have no problem being careful with frequency control, but for 
some reason, that day, the fact that there were only two of us 
there made me less attentive, and I pulled a rookie mistake by 
not adhering rigidly to checking for the pin before turning on 
the radio.  It just goes to prove that it only takes two to have a 
frequency conflict! 
 
If I can pass one thing from this incident on to my fellow 
members, it would be this: the feeling that you have just 
relegated someone else’s labor of love to a pile of sticks is 
something you want to read about, not experience. 

from Flight Lines 
Bob Badger, editor 

Greenwood IN 
via AMA National Newsletter 

June 1997 edition 
 

 
ROAD SIGNS 

• Interstate 10, near Phoenix, Arizona 
 State Prison:  Do not stop for hitchhikers 

• Highway 26, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
Warning to tourists: do not laugh at the natives 

• Central Oregon Highways 

Do not pass snowplows on right 

30 Lines Good For a Laugh    
1.  My husband and I divorced over religious differences,,,,, he 
thought he was God and I didn’t. 
 
2.  I don’t suffer from insanity; I  enjoy every minute of it. 
 
3.  I work hard because millions on welfare depend on me. 
 
4.  Some people are alive only because it’s illegal to kill them. 
 
5.  I used to have a handle on life, but it broke. 
 
6.  Don’t take life too seriously; no one gets out alive. 
 
7.  You’re just jealous because the voices only talk to me. 
 
8.  Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder. 
 
9.  Earth is the insane asylum for the universe. 
 
10.  I’m not a complete idiot – some parts are missing. 
 
11.  Out of my mind.  Back in five minutes. 
 
12.  NyQuil, the stuffy, sneezy, why-the-heck-is-the-room-
spinning medicine. 
 
13.  God must love stupid people; He made so many. 
 
14.  The gene pool could use a little chlorine. 
 
15.  Consciousness:  That annoying time between naps. 
 
16.  Ever stop to think and forget to start again? 
 
17.  Being “over the hill” is better than being under it! 
 
18.  Wrinkled was not one of the things I wanted to be when I 
grew up. 
 
20.  I have a degree in Liberal Arts; Do you want fries with 
that? 
 
21.  A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 
 
22.  A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash advance. 
 
23.  Stupidity is not a handicap.  Park elsewhere! 
 
24.  They call it PMS because Mad Cow Disease was taken. 
 
25.  He who dies with the most toys is nonetheless dead! 
 
26.  A picture is worth a thousand  words, but it uses three 
thousand times the memory. 
 
27.  Ham and eggs.  A day’s work for a chicken, a lifetime 
commitment for a pig. 
 
28.  The trouble with life is there’s no background music. 
 
29.  The original point and click interface was a Smith and 
Wesson. 
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30.  I smile because I don’t know what is going on. 

SPRING FLYING CHECK LIST 
by Randy Turner, safety officer 
 
Start with something like this… 

• General overall condition 
• Hinges – make sure they are tight and not binding 
• Bolts, nuts, and screws – make sure they are tight 
• Covering – make sure it is tight, not torn, and does 

nor have any small holes 
• Batteries – make sure they are cycled and charged 

with no damages or leaks 
• Flight box – make sure you have all necessary tools 

and spare items (this year, how about putting some 
Band-aids in your flight box) 

• Attitude – keep it good 
 

from the Barnyard Buzzards Airplane Club 
Monroe WA 

Ron Swift, editor 
Via AMA National Newsletter 

March 2005 edition 

 
 

 
 

 
Hey Bob!  This one’s for you! 

KEEP TRACK OF YOUR HOBBY 
by Lawrence Hare 
I keep a log book for each of my aircraft.  It is a small ringed 
notebook, one per airplane, which I assiduously update after 
each trip to a flying field.  Even so, I could not keep track of all 
costs, modifications, add-ons, and all the other paraphernalia 
that I would like to keep track of – until I found the Flight Log 
at:   www.lammers.ca/FlightLog/. 
I started using it and found it extremely useful.  Shawn 
Lammers, the creator, is constantly updating the program, 
listening, and helping the users.  It is free, although I think he 
will get an offer eventually, and then it will cost! 
 
He uses a Microsoft Access database as an engine, and is 
able to pull together different views of equipment, models, log 
books, transmitters, etc., to provide a variety of reports.  Not 
the least amongst them, and quite fearful in its purport, is a 
cost summary.  Ouch!  The amount I spent over the years is, 
perhaps best not known, but easily done by simply not entering 
dollars.  

from the Capitol Area Soaring Association,  Rockville MD 
Scott Allen, editor 

via AMA National Newsletter 

March 2005 edition 
MAKE INEXPENSIVE WHEEL BRAKES WITH SUPER 

SPOILER 
by Chris Reiser 
I really wanted wheel brakes!   It was an easy lesson to learn 
from the jet jockeys.  After setting a few brush fires, they can 
tiptoe out to the flight line and hold at the threshold.  After 
takeoff, they burn a few kerosene-flavored holes in the sky, 
then land at 100 mph and come to a dainty stop before the 
middle taxiway.  Wheel brakes can do that for you. 
 
Wheel brakes: it’s the law. Of course, the AMA Safety 
Regulations for Model Aircraft Powered By Gas Turbines make 
the point obvious with requirement number six .  “The model 
shall be able to come to a controlled stop on command with the 
engine at idle on a level hard surface.” 
 
After applauding a rare jet flight at the field, it’s anticlimactic to 
taxi out with a beginner’s pattern-model.  Mine is a 15-lb, 10 
oz. great Planes Venus 40, held in check with a Futaba T6XAS 
six-channel radio.  Being overpowered with a Saito 72 four-
stroke, buzzing a 12 x 9 APC pattern propeller, it really  moves.  
In fact, it can’t stop.  It starts to roll when your fingers leave the 
wing and it doesn’t look back.  On landing, it idles past the end 
of the runway into the weeds.  Early on I learned to do sharp S-
turns after touchdown just to keep it in sight.  After S-turning 
the foam wheels right off the hubs, I decided I wanted wheel 
brakes, and I wanted them bad. 
 
The lust lasted a few hours, until the Robart Web site revealed 
what wheel brakes cost.  At roughly $300, they equal the cost 
of the airframe.  I cried myself to sleep, and dreamt of spoilers 
and flaps (not very effective during taxi), drogue chutes (hard 
to deploy reversibly), landing hooks (I can tear my gear out by 
myself, thank you), and other novelties.  I settled on a 
superspoiler. 
 
After removing the balsa sheeting from the aft of 60% of the 
upper inboard wing, I glued in a layer of sheeting under the 
existing surface.  This made a recessed space 4 x 5.5 inch on 
each wing, exactly the size of a .020-inch thick aluminum sheet 
cut to order.  The front edges of the two sheets were glued and 
pinned to a 0.22-inch OD tube, which was free to rotate in 
three tubular bushings.  After some carving, in the center and 
along the spar of the wing, the bushings were glued into the 
wing so that the sheets rested in the recessed space.  A 
Futaba FP S148 servo, mounted in the wing midsection, 
rotated the tube about 85º when the gear switch toggled to the 
transmitter.  The super-spoilers became an integral part of the 
upper wing surface until deployed, when they form an 
enormous air brake, right in the propwash.  The minimal weight 
gain did not move the CG so there was no need to rebalance 
the aircraft. 
 
During the taxi, the super-spoiler keeps the Venus 40 from 
moving when the engine is at idle, a welcome safety feature in 
the pits.  In flight,  I could not find a serious behavior change in 
the lift characteristics.  Thankfully, the super-spoilers do  not 
spontaneously rise during spins.  In fact, the servo lacks the 
torque to raise the super-spoilers in normal flight, so I just don’t 
use them as air brakes.  After landing, the super-spoilers can 
be deployed, and bring the airplane to a stop before mid-field.  
The left spoiler tends to rise first; some rudder compensation is 
needed to achieve a centerline taxi path. 
 
Ok, I know it’s fudging it, but it is light, inexpensive, and worked 
on this model – even though I really wanted wheel brakes. 
 

http://www.lammers.ca/FlightLog/
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from the Pikes Peak Radio Control Club, Colorado Springs CO 

BUILD A BALANCE STAND 
by Joseph M. Nunes 
 
If you’re tired of balancing your latest aeronautical creation on 
your fingertips, while at the same time trying to add weight or 
shifting your radio system around to get the correct location for 
the center of gravity (CG), then this simple half-hour project 
could be just what you need.  Once you finish it, you’ll be 
wondering why you didn’t think of it yourself. 
 
Use of this simple aid to correctly locate the CG will produce a 
more stable, flyable model.  I designed and built one in one 
hour for $1.00  With convenient workshop tools, “around the 
house” materials, and a piece of scrap pine lumber, you too 
can have a balancer that will serve for a long time. 
 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 
 
Lumber: 
12 x 6; 1/3-inch thick 
 
Wood dowel: 
10 inches long; 5/16-inch 
diameter 
 
Drill: 
5/16-inch bit (for holes) 
 
Eraser: 
Two pencil-top erasers 
 

from the Odessa Propbusters RC Club, Odessa TX 
via AMA National Newsletter 

March 2005 
edition

 

 
from the Valley City RC Club newsletter, Parma Heights OH 

Via AMA National Newsletter 
March 2005 edition 

 

 
Carl TRUTHTRUTH ABOUT AUTO MAKERS 

SHIP CARD!  

DON’T FORGET 
 

TO WRITE THE NEW GATE COMBINATION
IN THE SPACE PROVIDED ON THE BACK
OF YOUR 2005 SKY STREAKERS
MEMBER
You don’t want to get to the field and not
be able to get in because you don’t have
the combination. 

Rosalie

 
AUDI 
Accelerates Under Demonic Influence 
 
BMW 
Bought My Wife 
 
BUICK 
Big Ugly Indestructible Car Killer 
 
CHEVROLET 
Can Hear Every Valve Rap On Long Extended Trips 
 
DODGE 
Drips Oil, Drops Grease Everywhere 
 
FIAT 
Fix It All the Time 
 
FORD 
Fast Only Rolling Downhill 
 
GMC  
Gotta Mechanic Coming? 
 
HONDA 
Had One Never Did Again 
 
HYDUNDAI 
Hope You Understand Nothing’s Drivable And Inexpensive 
 
OLDSMOBILE 
Overpriced, Leisurely Driven Sedan Made of Buick’s Irregular 
Leftover Equipment 
 
SAAB 
Swedish Automobiles Always Breakdown 
 
TOYOTA 
Too Often Yankees Overprice This Auto 
 
VOLVO 
Very Odd Looking Vehicular Object 
 
VW 
Virtually Worthless 

from rcgroups.com 
used with permission 

 
 

 


