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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hi all. | went to the field to check out the road conditions last week and found the road ‘mostly’
open. There are still some very wet sections and at the field itself, it is very muddy where the
road was plowed to the hanger during the winter. Please stay off the road as long as you can.
If you happen to go in and you see a spot that looks bad or even questionable, don’t go
through. It's better to wait than to have a mess to clean up later that usually costs the club
money. The snow this week surely will not help the situation there so the key is to be patient.

| have included a section of the by-laws for your review. Next month | will recap the field rules
so we can get familiar with them again before the season starts. At the next meeting we
should be able to discuss trainer night start date and the new combination effective date. The
combination for this year will be 2328. Until changed, the old combination will remain in effect.

ARTICLE (8) Duties of Officers
1. The President shall preside at all monthly meetings and follow parliamentary procedure. Only
the president can call DIRECTORS meeting
2. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in the event of his absence.
3. The Secretary and or Treasurer shall be required to:
Keep records of any and all meetings.
Maintain all correspondence relating to the club.
Collect all club dues.
Maintain the club treasury.
Keep a record of all club expenditures.
Make no expenditure without membership authority.
The Secretary and or Treasurer can allocate emergency funds after having contacted
(1) other Officer by order of succession.
4. The field Marshal’s duties are:
a. Control the grass mowing.
b.  Field grooming.
c. Frequency control.
d. Maintenance of all club property such as gates, locks and trash barrels.
5. The Newsletter Editor’s duties are:
a. Make up and edit all newsletter material.
b.  Make sure mailing list is accurate.
c. Forward newsletter to surrounding clubs and hobby shops.
d. Mail newsletter to current District #1 Vice President.
6. The Safety Officer’s duties are:
a. Enforce the safety rules and regulations.
b. Review accidents and to make recommendations to the board.
c. Organize safety-training materials.
Directors will make themselves available for all emergency meetings called by the President.
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| hope to see all of you at the next club meeting on April 10, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. The meeting
will be held at the AMVETS Hall as usual. If you haven’t been there yet, use the back
entrance and go down the stairs.

By Nelson Frost

2003 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Giant Scale Fly In May 17" & 18"

Cub, High/Mono Wing Fly In June 8"
IMAC July 19™ & 20"
Scale Shootout August 2™ & 3™

Novice Fun Fly September 21°
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More Winter Flying
By Peter Flanagan

Winter flying continues on after the March club meeting. Four of us
made it out to Crystal Lake in Harrison on a fair day. Bill Lairsey
brought his park flyer in order to take part. Mac brought his plane in
Axis markings, I’m not sure of the type, but he had made skis and the
plane flew just fine. Bob Baker flew his (Ray Vigue’s) Cub, which
he has flown extensively this winter. Bob has wheel skis he built and
they work quite well. Another time we flew at the Propsnappers field
where there was half grass and half snow — the wheel skis were
perfect. I had some trouble with the engine in my Cub, seems not to
idle well inverted, so I took flying photos while Mac and Bob buzzed
the runway. As you read this I suspect lake flying will be about done
for the season. Most lake ice is getting pretty soft and wet on the
surface, but then there is always next winter!

Bill Lairsey’s Park Flyer resting in the snow.

Mac’s plane in flight.
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Bob Baker with the wheel ski Cub.

Bob’s Cub making a low pass.
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Bob’s Cub up close in flight. No pilot! That explains a lot.




Hints and Tips

WELDING ALUMINUM WITH A PROPANE TORCH

It is possible to weld aluminum with a propane torch. No
expensive mig or tig welder is required. The finished joints
look like they have been soldered rather than welded, but it is
strong and worth consideration. Some practice is necessary to
get the hang of it because aluminum does not get red like other
materials when it is welded; it simply melts away without
warning. You need to heat the aluminum and remove the
flame, then touch the rod to the aluminum. (Do not melt the
rod in the flame of the torch. This creates a meltdown that will
ruin the project.)

Some possible uses are repairing landing gear, making or
repairing mufflers, wing struts, or any other small aluminum
part.
ELECTRICAL CAPS

“Space Fillers” electrical plugs make for inexpensive hole fillers
on scale projects or any place you don’t want a hole in your
airplane. They are available in numerous sizes from your local
hardware stores.

From the newsletter of the Pekin R/Club
Jim Shupe, editor

Bloomington IL

Via AMA National Newsletter March 2003

GLOW PLUG IGNITOR CAPS
How many of those have we lost? If you want to replace the
caps so that your ignitor battery doesn’t short out, do this: go to
your favorite auto parts store and look for an item called
“Vacuum Caps.” They are made by Vacu-tite, and come in a
blister pack. You will want to purchase the 3/8-inch size, which
will fit nicely.

STRENGTHEN A FOAM WING

If they want to strengthen a foam wing or even a fuselage,
most people use a carbon fiber composite material, which you
can purchase at the hobby shop. A much cheaper substitute
can be obtained at your favorite home center. It's called
landscape fabric. Don’t use the kind with holes in it; you want
the stuff that looks like a mat of lots of little fibers. It is very
strong but a little thick, so you’ll have to separate it into layers
by pulling it apart. Cost is about $8 for a 30” x 50’ roll.

SMOOTH FINISHES FOR FOAM

Like to get a smooth finish on foam wings or models? Try this:
buy a container of light spackling compound and mix some
with water until it is the consistency of paint. Brush it over the
entire model including any wood surfaces. Let it dry overnight
and sand it with a 200-grit sandpaper until smooth. You can
now paint the parts with any good latex or water-based
polyurethane paint.

From West Jersey Wind, Tom Voorhis, editor
West Jersey Radio Control Club

Haddonfield NJ

Via AMA National Newsletter March 2003

Tower: Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o’clock, six miles!
Delta 351: Give me another hint. We have digital watches!

Tower: “Air Force ’45 it appears your engine has...oh,
disregard...| see you've already ejected.”

Get Over Your Disposable Attitude,
Repair Airplanes
By Ken Reed

| have seen a lot of changes in my lifetime. Some are good, and some
are not so good. One fairly recent change is that almost everything is
disposable. | remember in the not so distant past, when something
quit working, we would take it to the repair shop. Now we just throw it
away and buy a replacement. When was the last time you called a
repairman for a TV, washing machine, or another appliance? In
today’s society, it is just easier to go buy a new one rather than dealing
with the hassles and expenses of repairs.

| think this disposable attitude has gotten into our hobby. Most of the
time when a crash occurs, we just remove the engine and radio and
crush the rest of the model into the dumpster.

Several years ago in Texas, a friend of mine kept a $100 bill in his
pocket. When he saw a crash, he would offer the owner the $100 bill
(for the radio, engine and everything). You would be surprised how
many models he bought. It takes so many hours to build a model, but
when a crash occurs, we are all too eager to dispose of it and start
over, building a whole new airframe. However, it is almost always
quicker to rebuild the crash. The trouble is that when a crash occurs,
emotions get in the way, and we just don’t want to mess with repairing
a crash.

Several months ago someone at one of our monthly meetings
suggested that when a crash occurs, we should take it home and put it
on the workbench for two days. Then, we should start gluing together
pieces every time we walk by the workbench. Soon, we would have
the model repaired. | think he made a good point, particularly from the
psychological aspect of our fragile egos.

A few weeks ago, | had a major crash, and the airplane normally would
have ended up in the dumpster. However, | took my poor, crashed
airplane home. | dutifully waited the two days, and then | started
working on it a little every time | walked by. Soon, it was finished, and
now it looks as good and flies as well as it ever did.

| think the lesson | learned is a good one for all of us. We need to get

past this disposable mentality and fix our models when crashes occur.
It is easy and it saves a lot of money!

from Hi-Flyer

Arvada Associated Modelers

Eric Gropp, editor

Golden CO

Take 1000 and
add 40 to it D
Now add another .
1000.
Now add 30.
Add another
1000.
Now add 20.
Now add
another 1000.
Now add 10.
What is the
total?
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